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Rocky Mountain Regional Director
Shirley Pursel

Plant and grow more trees in the Rocky Mountain Region

Project: Plant more trees to benefit nature and all of us.  Trees offer shade, fruit, and most importantly, clean air.



Objective

To advance the mission of the National Garden Clubs, Inc. and to coordinate the interests of the states of the Region
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Member State Clubs
Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. Kansas Associated Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska
North Dakota State Garden Clubs
South Dakota Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
The Utah Associated Garden Clubs, Inc. Wyoming Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc
10
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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. President: Donna Donnelly      DDonnelly@gardenclub.org
2025-2027 President

 President’s Theme:
“Plant America for next 100 years!”

National Garden Clubs, Inc. was founded 1929. Rocky Mountain Region of
National Garden Clubs, Inc. was organized in 1931 at a meeting in Kansas and incorporated in December of 2016.

Mission Statement of NGC
National Garden Clubs, Inc. provides education, resources, and national networking opportunities for its members to promote the love of gardening, floral design, civic and environmental responsibility.

Environmental Mission Statement of NGC
The environmental mission of National Garden Club, Inc. is to review environmental problems and their possible solutions, to promote environmental literacy and to advocate
sound environmental stewardship.

Headquarters: National Garden Clubs, Inc.
4401 Magnolia Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63110-3406
Telephone: 314-776-7574
Fax: 314-776-5108.
Email:  headquarters@gardenclub.org
Website: http//: gardenclub.org



Conservation Pledge
"I pledge to protect and conserve the natural resources of the planet earth and promise to promote education so we may become caretakers of our air, water, forest, land, and wildlife."

OFFICERS OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION

	
Director
	Shirley Pursel 
PO Box 6105 
Riverton, WY 82501


	307-851-2966 
shirleypursel@yahoo.com 

	
Alternate
Director
	Denise Fink
316 3rd Street West
   Roundup, MT  59330
	406-939-0957
FINK52daf@gmail.com


	
Secretary
	  Lorraine Patrick
  3716 Schuemann Dr.
  Bellevue, NE. 68123
	515-779-6416
lorraine-patrick0809@yahoo.com

	
Treasurer
	Lynette Jeffres
915 East Roosevelt Ave.
Riverton, WY 82501-2937
	307-856-4399
307-851-1972 c lynjeffres@gmail.com

	
Parliamentarian
	Mary Lerssen
2615 East Woodland Hills Rd 
Sioux Falls, SD 57103-4335
	605-334-3710
605-759-7837 c lerssenm@sio.midco.net

	
Historian
	Patricia Smit
2638 58th Ave
Greeley, CO 80634



	970-396-9588
Pat.smit@live.com

	
Advisory Council
Chairman
	Robbie Kupper
315 E. 6th Street
Ogallala, NE 69153



8555 Fremantle Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO  80920
	 308-289-6051
 kupperro@gmail.com








Rocky Mountain Region Newsletter and Website

	
The RMR Rambler
	Joanne Jeffres
1114 Buffalo Ave
Riverton, WY
rmrrambler@gmail.com

	
RMR Website
	http://sites.google.com/site/rockymtngardenclubs/home
   Pat Smit                     Pat.smit@live.com

	
RMR Facebook
	Phyllis White gardens@bresnan.net
406-570-6510 (c)



2025-2027 PRESIDENTS OF STATE GARDEN CLUBS
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Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Theme: “PLANT AMERICS, plant native, plant for polliinaors.”

	Patricia Smit
2638 58th Ave
Greeley, CO 80634
	970-396-9588
Pat.Smit@live.com
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Kansas Associated Garden Clubs, Inc.
Theme: “Be a Guardian of the Galaxy, A Pollinator Protector.”

	Penny Morgan
1321 SW Pin Oak Parkway
Topeka, KS 66615
	785-250-8219
pmorganks@aol.com
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Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Theme: “Stop and Smell the Flowers”

	Jeannie Bennett
5950 Lebeau Dr.
Missoula, MT 
	Mfgc.jeanniebennett@gmail.com 
406-781-7615
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Federated Garden Clubs of Nebraska
Theme: “Plant Memorial Trees”


	Rod Ruzanic
827 West A Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
	308-289-3891
rodruzanic@gmail.com
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North Dakota State Garden Club
Theme: “Conserve Nature and Grow Friends in North Dakota”
	Linda Anderson
1501-28 ½ Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
	701-893-5233
rwandljanderson@gmail.com
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South Dakota State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc
Theme: “Planting Native Plants Benefits Everyone”

	Pam Catalano
606 S. Minnesota St.
Mitchell, SD 57301
	605-630-0719
 Pamcatalano062@gmail.com 
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The Utah Associated Garden Clubs, Inc
Theme: “Stewards of the Earth”
	Susan McJames
1699 Redstone Ave., A-2
Park City, UT 84098
	susanmcjames@hotmail.com
435-901-2707


[image: ]





Wyoming Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc
Theme: “Apis Activities for Aspiring Gardeners”  

	Susan Pixley
818 Johnson Ave
Cheyenne, WY 82001
	307-256-0775
sannpixley@gmail.com






State Garden Club Newsletters, Editors & Webmasters

	The Colorado Garden Connection
Website:
coloradogardenclubs.org
	Chuck Pelto, Editor 
425 W 18th St 
Pueblo, CO 81003
cbpelto@pcisys.net
719-543-4502

	The Colorado Federation of
Garden Clubs
Website:
coloradogardenclubs.org 
	  Lorayne McGovern
  2413 W. Kiowa Street 
  Colorado Springs, CO 80904   me@loraynemcgovern.com
  719-473-5881

	
KS Gardener

Website:
ksgardenclub.com
	

	
Montana Gardens


Website: mtfgc.org
	Phyllis White, Editor
P O Box 921
Bozeman, MT 59777 gardens@bresnan.net 
Elaine Wood, Webmaster mfgweb@gtfalls.com

	Nebraska Garden News

Website: federatedgardenclubof nebraska.com
	Donna Rouch

	
Peace Garden News

Website: NDSGC.org
	Nancy McKinnon 
1861 1st Street West 
Fargo, ND
  701-282-9603

	
Utah Website:
utahagc.org

	 Geoff Ellis, Webmaster 
 763 1st Avenue
 Salt Lake City, Utah 84103
 aloysius2412@live.com
 801-395-4373







	
South Dakota The Messenger


Website: sdgardenclubs.org
	Linda Mortimore 
1205 East 3rd Ave. 
Mitchell, SD 57301
605-996-8240
mortimore@mit.midco.net 
Thelma Busk, Webmaster dakfayeprims@santel.net

	The Wyoming Paintbrush
 wyomingpaintbrush@yahoo.com
 Website: https://sites.google.com/site/ wyominggardenclubs.com
	 Cheryl Maddox
 Chug Creek Cultivators 
 cherylsliterarycorner@gmail.com
 Eva Robinson, 307-760-9511
 Dirt Diggers Garden Club
 e1robinson@yahoo.com
 
 Cheryl Maddox, Webmaster
 805-315-5874



CHAIRMEN OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION
	Awards
	Chris Martin
PO Box 86
819 8th Street
Friend, NE 68359
dzrcc8@yahoo.com
	 402-540-2241(c)

	Birds
	**

	**

	Blue Star Memorial Markers
	Joyce Hendricks  
3127 Edmond St
Billings, MT 59102-0311 rnjhend@charter.net
	 406-259-9610

	Butterfly
	Margaret Straley
624 North Menlo
Sioux Falls, SD 57104-2632 zebrabread@gmail.com
	 605-332-7182




	Chaplain
	Linda Anderson
1501 28 ½  Avenue S
Fargo, ND 58103 rwandljanderson@gmail.com
	 701-893-5233

	Environmental Concerns: Energy, Land, Water
	Rod Ruzanic
827 West A Street Ogallala, NE 69153 rodruzanic@gmail.com
	 308-289-3891



	Flower Show Schools & Symposiums
	James Sadler
1220 Clements Rd.
Missoula, MT 59802-29008
Jimsadler1220@gmail.com
	 406-728-4743
 406-552-3502

	Gardening School Liaison to RMR
	Alice Hemsath
110 East 39th St E1
Kearney, NE 68847
dhemsath@charter.net
	 308-224-3771

	Invasive Plant Species
	**

	

	Judges
Council
	Doris Duckworth
1040 Caribou Drive West
Monument, CO 80132-7412
dorisduckworth@yahoo.com
	 719-481-4608
 719-331-7018c

	Life Memberships NGC and RMR
	Lynette Jeffres
915 East Roosevelt Ave.
Riverton, WY 82501-2937 lynjeffres@gmail.com
	 307-856-4399
 307-851-1072(c)

	Membership
	Barbara Yates
1849 West Bend
Riverton, WY 82501
Barb.yates@me.com
	 307-851-9248






	NGC President’s Projects
	 Beverly Heidelberger
 PO Box 37
 Spencer, SD 57374
 bevheid2@hotmail.com
	 605-246-2355
 605-630-0140 (c)

	Plant a Tree
	 Rod Ruzanic
 827 West A Street
 Ogallala, NE 69153
 ruzanicrod@gmail.com

	 308-289-3891

	Personnel
	 
	



	Protocol, Courtesy Resolutions
	Mary Lerssen
2615 East Woodland Hills Rd Sioux Falls, SD 57103-4335 lerssenm@sio.midco.net
	 303-840-4665

	RMR Award of
Excellence for
Regions
	Robbie Kupper 
315 6th Street
Ogallala, NE 69153
  kupperro@gmail.com
	 308-289-6051

	RMR Newsletter
Editor
	
Joanne Jeffres
rmrrambler@gmail.com
	

	RMR Webmaster
	 Pat Smit 
 2638 58th Ave
 Greeley, CO 80634
 Pat.smit@live.com
	 970-396-9588


	Smokey Bear/ Woodsy Owl Posters
	Connie McKay
2991 E 4505 S Holladay, UT 84117
Mcm31@icloud.com
	 801-274-2606




	Wildflowers & Native Plants


	 Audrey Coyle
 15778 Open Sky Way
 Colorado Springs, CO 80909-3016
 afloris@stratusiq.net




	 719-495-3880

	Xeriscape
Gardens
	 Doris Duckworth
 1040 Caribou Drive West
 Monument, CO 80132-7412 
dorisduckworth@yahoo.com 
	 719-481-4608
 719-331-7018 (c)






ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION MEMBERS SERVING ON NATIONAL GARDEN CLUB 2025-2027 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Director of the Rocky Mountain Region is part of the
Executive Board, and the Presidents of the eight state garden clubs serve on the NGC Board of Directors


	Award of Excellence Chairman
	  Robbie Kupper
315 East 6th  
Ogallala, NE 69153 fgcninc@gmail.com
	308-289-6051

	Budget
Chairman
	Lynette Jeffres
915 East Roosevelt Ave
Riverton, WY 82501-2917 lynjeffres@gmail.com
	307-856-4399
307-851-1072c

	Executive Committee Treasurer
	Lynette Jeffres
915 East Roosevelt Ave.
Riverton, WY 82501-2937 lynjeffres@gmail.com
	307-856-4399
307-851-1072c

	Executive
Committee
	Rocky Mountain Region Director
  Shirley Pursel
PO Box 6105
Riverton, WY  82501
  shirleypursel@yahoo.com
	307-851-2966

	Permanent Home & Endowment Trustee
	Julie West
2919 N 185th St.
Elkhorn, NE  68022-7123
julieawest@aol.com
	707-484-6199

	Four & Five Star Members Chairman
	Doris Duckworth
1040 Caribou Drive West
Monument, CO 80132-7412
dorisduckworth@yahoo.com
	719-481-4608
719-331-7018c




	Finance Committee Treasurer
	Lynette Jeffres
915 East Roosevelt Ave.
Riverton, WY 82501-2917
lynjeffres@gmail.com
	307-856-4399
307-851-1072c

	Internal Audit Committee Treasurer
	Lynette Jeffres
915 East Roosevelt Ave.
Riverton, WY 82501-2917 lynjeffres@gmail.com
	307-856-4399
307-851-1072 (c)

	Nominating
Committee
	Doris Duckworth
1040 Caribou Dive West
Monument, CO  80132-7412
dorisduckworth@yahoo.com
	719-331-7018 c

	Nominating
Committee
	Barbara Yates
1849 West Bend Ave.
Riverton, WY  82501
   Barb.yates@me.com
	307-851-9248

	Scholarship
RMR
	Shirley Pursel
PO Box 6105
Riverton, WY  82501
shirleypursel@yahoo.com
	307-851-2966






RMR Life Membership Guidelines
1.    Qualification-An applicant must be a paid member of a state
garden club in the Rocky Mountain Region.
2.    Amount-$75.00 payable to the Rocky Mountain Treasurer.
3.    Application form- Available on-line at the state website and
the Rocky Mountain Region website. These applications forms would also be available from the RMR Life Membership Chairman.
4.    Use of Funds - Funds from the Life Membership fees are to be
used for education and communications within the Rocky Mountain Region. These funds will be accountable by the RMR Treasurer in separate format, to be reported in addition to the RMR Treasurer’s report at each meeting.
5.    Pin-The Rocky Mountain Region Pin will be given at the application acceptance to each Life member. The RMR pin is also available for $10.00 by any member of RMR, through the Life Membership Chairman. Postage will be charged for those ordered by mail. Money taken in from the sale of pins will go into the general RMR treasury.
6.   RMR Life Members will receive the “Rambler” if they are a paid member of a state garden club in the RMR Region.

RMR Communications/Education Guidelines
	1.	Communications:
a. The Rambler shall be sent by the editor  of the Rambler to the following individuals: Rocky Mountain Region Officers and Chairmen (including RMR Webmaster); Rocky Mountain Region State Presidents; NGC’s Executive Committee members (including regional directors); RMR Life Members (via email if available or hard copy). Funds for the postage and copies shall be paid from the Life Membership funds.
b. State Presidents are responsible for disseminating the
Rambler to the membership of their respective states.

	2.	Use of Funds:
a. Website: Expenses for the website paid from this
fund shall be limited to access fees.
b. Other: Any other use of the Life Membership funds
shall require PRIOR board approval.
Rocky Mountain Life Members

Colorado
	Lois Ashcraft
	2004
	Joan Franson*
	2004

	Lyn Verretta
	2004
	Avalone Kosanke
	2005

	Jan Maynard*
	2006
	Doris Duckworth
	2006

	Carol Leise
	2006
	Ila Sheahan *
	2006

	Joy A. Kancir
	2007
	Marge Koerner
	2008

	Elfriede Goeben*
	2008
	Audrey F Coyle
	2010






KansasMichele Gustin
2018
Betty Roberts
2019
Margie Soileau
2019





	Ann L. Becker
	2004
	Betty Bell
	2004

	Kit Carlsen *
	2004
	Dora Jones *
	2004

	Charlene Tuxhorn
	2004
	Karen Bischoping
	2005

	Louise Greenberg
	2005
	Caroline Wittman
	2006

	Thelma Mahlman
	2008*
	Jean Tinberg
	2016

	Jackie Watts
	2017
	
	




Montana
	Marie Jones
	2004
	Elizabeth Kehmeier *
	2004

	Mary Olsen
	2004
	Jean Thomas *
	2004

	Darlene Skari
	2013
	Phyllis White
	2013






Darlene Schick*	2006
Nebraska

Jim Rouch	2010	Donna Rouch	2010


North Dakota
	Pat Westgard
	2006
	Les Westgard
	2006

	Gloria Mickelson
	2009
	Linda Bellemare
	2012




South Dakota
	Marjorie Carlin*	2007
	Connie Earley
	2009

	Beverly Heidelberger    2013
	Mary Lerssen
	2013



Utah

	Maria Pia
	2004
	Beverly Savage
	2006

	Darla Anderson
	2019
	Connie Mackay
	2018




Wyoming

	Beth Babcock *
	2004
	Jeannine Gillen
	2005

	Sandra Dennis
	2005
	Linda Barker
	2008

	Roberta Bolton
	2011
	Lynette Jeffres
	2014

	Joanne Jeffres
	2014
	Denise Fink
	2014


* deceased


2025-2027 Calendar of Events National Garden Clubs, Inc.

May 4-6, 2026	NGC Convention St. Louis  MO


Rocky Mountain Region
Meetings

August, 2026	Fargo, ND
 TBD
State Garden Clubs Meetings/Conventions

	Colorado
	
	

	Kansas

	
Montana

	
Nebraska

	
No. Dakota

	
So. Dakota

	
Utah

	Wyoming.     June 12-14, 2025   Chugwater, WY



The Rocky Mountain Region Theme
“Plant more trees in our Rocky Mountain Region”

Trees do so much for each of us.  Sure there is planting and watering, but they give back so much more.  If each club plants a few trees each year, we can make a difference.  Trees clean our air, provide shade and some have fruit.  Please work within your club to plant, record and report.  With # of Clubs in region. We can make a difference in each community.  Please record type of tree, when it is planted, name of your club.  Remember, many hands make all work light.  We can work together to plant more trees.  Please report this to Robbie Kupper at kupperro@gail.com  you can also copy me if you like.   shirleypursel@yahoo.com
Your state Award of Excellence Chairman compiles reports from each club in your state into a state Book of Evidence sent to our Regional Award of Excellence Chairman. The club report, due to your state chairman by October 1, 2026, does not have to be a complete book of evidence (although it can be) but does need to be a brief description of what the members have done. Photographs, news releases, or any other material pertinent to the project will help. Again, the period to be covered is from now to October 1, 2026*  thus two years of activities.  
Your State Regional Project Chairman needs to have the State Book of Evidence to the Regional Chairman by November 1, 2026. Each state Chairman should compile the state report and send it to Robbie Kupper, the current Regional Award of Excellence Chairman. I hope each club in each state participates, and please include how many clubs participated when you send your information. I will edit the eight state Books of Evidence into a Rocky Mountain Region Book of Evidence sent to NGC to compete against the other seven regional projects.



The NGC award #25 is called the Award of Excellence for Regions. The award definition reads: “One Certificate of Merit and $500 may be awarded for distinguished work in a Region for coordinated activity in accordance with the programs and objectives of NGC in which all states in the Region have participated. Application is made in the second year of an Administration.”
The scale of Points will be
Presentation	5
Outstanding, Unusual or Distinctive Project	60
Advancement of NGC, Inc.’s Goals	25
Supporting Data	10
Total	100


Additionally, the Regional Award of Excellence Chairman offers first and second place winners in two groups – small states and large states. That means your state is only competing against three others for an Award with a cash prize! Cash awards to be presented at the 2026 Annual Regional meeting are:

Two Awards of $100.00:
First place -- the four states with largest number of members First place --the four states with smallest number of members 

Two Awards of $50.00:
Second place--four states with largest number of members Second place -- four states with smallest number of members (Membership count based on NGC dues paid October 20, 2025) for this project.

Robbie Kupper
315 E. 6th Street
 Ogallala,  NE. 69153
kupperro@gmail.com
308-289-6051





State Birds & Flowers of the Rocky Mountain Region
Rocky Mountain Region Bird -- Western Meadow Lark
	State
	Bird
	Flower

	Colorado
	Lark Bunting
	Columbine

	Kansas
	Western Meadowlark
	Sunflower

	Montana
	Western Meadowlark
	Bitterroot

	Nebraska
	Western Meadowlark
	Goldenrod

	North Dakota
	Western Meadowlark
	Wild Prairie Rose

	South Dakota
	Chinese Ring Necked
Pheasant
	Pasque Flower

	Utah
	Seagull
	Sego Lily

	Wyoming
	Western Meadowlark
	Indian Paintbrush




ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION (RMR) PROCEDURES
Rocky Mountain Region:  The states of the region are Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming.
Fiscal Year: The fiscal year is June 1 to May 31
Executive Committee: Members of the RMR Executive
Committee are the Director, Alternate Director, Secretary, Treasurer, Parliamentarian, Historian, State Presidents, and the Advisory Council Chairman.
Board of Directors: The Board includes the members of
the Executive Committee, all Former RMR Directors, all NGC officers and Committee Chairmen and Committee Members, RMR Chairmen and listed Committee Members and RMR Garden Club Members attending the RMR Annual Meeting. All must be active, dues-paying members of an RMR Garden Club.
Advisory Council: The Council shall be comprised of all Former RMR Directors residing in the Region who are active, dues-paying members of a NGC member garden club. The Council shall serve in an advisory capacity. The Immediate Past RMR Director shall  be the Advisory Council Chairman.

Region Director — Eligibility: Prior to being elected, nominees for the position of RMR Director and RMR Alternate Director must have:
1.  Served a minimum of two years as President of a State Garden Club in the RM Region. In the event the State Garden Club does not have a nominee who has served a minimum of two (2) years as President of a State Garden Club and willing to serve, the current President will become eligible for the nomination.
2.	Received written endorsement of the governing board of that State Garden Club during the even-numbered year, signed by the State President.



3.	Attended two of the four previous Regional Annual Meeting/Conventions at the time of election.
4.	Will be installed at the RMR Convention in the odd-numbered years and shall have attended a minimum of two (2) NGC Conventions in the last 5 years.
5.	Must have access to and be proficient in electronic communication, including text and email.

The election takes place at a meeting of the governing body (Executive Committee or Board of Directors) of their State Garden Club within the six-month period preceding the RMR Annual Meeting in the even- numbered years. The Officers assume office at the close of the NGC Convention in odd-numbered years.

Nomination of Director and Alternate: The offices of Director and Alternate Director shall be rotated among the eight State Garden Clubs of RMR. If a State Garden Club does not have qualified candidates who are willing to serve, it may yield its turn to the next State Garden Club in the Rotation Schedule or another State that is agreeable to the exchange. (An exception is listed under the Rotation Schedule for Elected Position in this report.)
Further Nomination Responsibility: The State Garden Club whose turn it is to provide a Director and Alternate Director shall, at a regular or properly called special session, endorse in writing an eligible member to serve as Director and an eligible member to serve as Alternate Director.

Resignation of a Director: On resignation of a Director or incapacity to serve, the Alternate Director shall become Director. The State Garden Club, which



endorsed this Director, shall endorse in writing another member who is eligible to become Alternate Director. The Presidents of the State Garden Clubs in the Region shall be notified of the change in Director and Alternate Director. If no qualified candidate is available, the nominee shall be selected by the next State Garden Club in the Rotation Schedule printed in this Directory and the State Presidents notified. Notice of the change of Director and Alternate Director shall be sent to the NGC Executive Committee.

Archival Information: Archival Information for Rocky Mountain Region of historical value shall be housed in the Headquarters Building of Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, 1556 Emerson, Denver, Colorado 80218-1450.  This property was sold in 2025.  Director has in boxes for now.

The Directory of Rocky Mountain Region: The Region Director shall be responsible for the compilation of a Rocky Mountain Region Handbook and shall be emailed to all members of the Board of Directors in the odd-numbered year.

The RMR HANDBOOK shall be distributed electronically to all members of the RMR Board of Directors, Editors, Webmasters, Treasurers, and Awards Chairmen of the State Garden Clubs of the Region, and to members of the NGC Executive Committee. A copy shall be sent to NGC Headquarters via email. Electronic versions may be distributed to any RMR member upon request.

DUTIES OF ELECETED AND APPOINTED OFFICERS

Region Director: The RMR Director shall:
1. Advance the mission of the Rocky Mountain Region
	Garden Clubs and National Garden Clubs, Inc.
2. Serve as a member of the Executive Committee of the NGC Board of Directors and other committees as outlined in current NGC Bylaws
3. Have supervision over the RMR and coordinate the interests of the State Garden Clubs in the Region.
4. Attend at least one Annual Convention of each State Garden Club in the region during the term of office. Director may attend RMR Meeting in host state to meet this requirement.
5. Appoint a Parliamentarian and Historian, and in consultation with the Presidents of RMR State Garden Clubs, appoint RMR Chairmen of committees necessary to carry out the functions of the region.
6. Advance a Project eligible for NGC Award of
	Excellence for Regions #25.
7. Compile the RMR Handbook and distribute it electronically before the Annual Meeting of Rocky Mountain Region in the odd-numbered year.
8. Preside at all business meetings of the RMR.
9. Plan and preside at the RMR Annual Meeting. Coordinate with the Meeting Chairman and President of the hosting State Garden Club (following the meeting rotation.)
10. Ascertain that the official invitation to the RMR Annual Meeting has been extended to the NGC President or other dignitaries.
11. Work with the RMR Parliamentarian to prepare the agenda for the RMR Annual Meeting.


12. In the even numbered year at the RMR Annual Meeting, introduce the incoming Director, Alternate Director of the NGC Nominating Committee that have been elected by State Garden Clubs as listed on the Rotation Schedule.
13. At the Annual RMR Meeting, in the odd-numbered year, notify the State Garden Clubs that are next in order on the Rotation Schedule for Director, Alternate Director, Secretary, and NGC Nominating Committee Member. Response time should be 30 days or less.
14. Notify the NGC Nominating Committee Chairman, at least one (1) month prior to the NGC Fall Board in the even-numbered year, of the names of those elected to be RMR Director, RMR Alternate Director, and NGC Nominating Committee Members.
15. The Elected Director can serve only one two- year term.

Alternate Director: The RMR Alternate Director shall:
1. Advance the purposes of Rocky Mountain Garden Club and National Garden Clubs, Inc.
2. Assist the RMR Director when requested.
3. Preside in the absence of the RMR Director.
4. Take the place of RMR Director in the event of a vacancy. This will be for the balance of the term. The vacant position to be filled is the Alternate Director, following the published rotation schedule.




Secretary: The RMR Secretary shall:
1. Be custodian of all records pertaining to the office and make a report at the RMR Annual Meeting.
2. Keep in permanent form the minutes of the RMR Meetings.
3. Within 30 days after the RMR meeting forward copies of the minutes to the Minutes Approval Committee.
4. Within 60 days following each Annual Meeting, forward copies of the minutes as approved by the Minutes Approval Committee to the Director, Alternate Director, other RMR Elected and Appointed Officers, the Presidents of the eight RMR State Garden Clubs, and Former RMR Directors residing in the Region.
5. Maintain a permanent list of attendees at all RMR Meetings.
6. Send the Annual Meeting Registration book, registration information, and forms, etc., to the Registration Chairman in the next hosting state for their use.
7. In conjunction with the current Director, keep a file for the incoming RMR Director of recommendations and dated motions passed during the term of office, including a copy of the Rules of Procedure. Pass to successor a complete file of reports and activities of the Region occurring during the term of office.
8. Complete and transfer the Secretary’s Book to the incoming Secretary at the annual meetings in the odd numbered years.

Treasurer: The RMR Treasurer shall:
1. Be elected at-large at the RMR annual meeting in even numbered years and serve for a 4-year term taking office in the following odd numbered year.



2. File 990-N in a timely manner with the Internal Revenue Service annually.
3. Keep books both soft and hard copies; submit reports at scheduled meetings.
4. Bank using the RMR federal tax number in an FDIC insured bank.
5. Issue checks upon the direction of the RMR Director as approved by the Executive Committee.
6. Advance $500.00 (adopted 2011 RMR) to the Chairman of the RMR Annual Meeting fourteen (14) months before the Annual Meeting on request
7. Annually remind each State Garden Club of its obligation concerning the annual dues to be paid before September 1.
8. From the RMR General Fund, which includes funds received each year from the State Garden Clubs of the Region, allocate $2500 annually to the RMR Director for expenses upon submission of receipts by Director. Additionally, the RMR Treasurer shall send $400.00 to the RMR Director each year, if funds are available, to further assist with expenses. Funds are to be paid at RMR Annual meeting upon submission of receipts. When directed by the RMR Director to serve in the capacity of Regional Director, the Alternate Director is allowed travel expenses up to $300 annually, upon submission of receipts.
9. Have the Treasurer’s books reviewed and signed by a committee of two garden club members, who will be chosen by the Treasurer’s State President. Copies of the financial report shall be brought to the RMR Annual Meeting and filed with Secretary, Director, and Historian.


10. Transfer all files and checkbook to the incoming Treasurer by May 31 of the last year of her four-year term.
11. Prepare a budget to be presented to each RMR Annual Meeting. Copies are to be available to all attendees.
12. Update bank signature cards following current bank procedure so that the signatures required for the RMR bank account are the incoming Treasurer, Regional Director, and RMR Secretary. Only one signature is required for transaction.
13. Purchase or arrange to provide any necessary gifts, etc. for dignitaries at RMR meetings as directed by the RMR Director.
14. Receive all Life Membership fees from RMR Life Member Chairman. RMR Life Member Chair shall keep complete record of Life Membership and forward names and contact information to the RMR Treasurer and RMR Newsletter editor.
15. Serve as treasurer for RMR meetings and sponsored events.
16. All income and expenses incurred by a state holding an RMR meeting shall be sent to the RMR Treasurer for processing.

Historian: The RMR Historian shall:
1. Be appointed by the RMR Director.

Parliamentarian: The RMR Parliamentarian shall:
1. Be appointed by the RMR Director.
2. Attend the RMR Annual Meetings.
3. Be familiar with the Rules of Procedure of Rocky Mountain Region. Study all NGC Bylaws and Standing Rules that pertain to the Region. Keep the RMR Director informed of all necessary action.



4. Have knowledge of Parliamentary Procedure to assist in the smooth running of all meetings. Keep a copy of the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised available at meetings.
5. Consult with the NGC Parliamentarian if need arises.

Personnel Chairman: The RMR Personnel Chairman shall:
1. Be appointed by the RMR Director.
2. Be in contact with the eight states to prepare a. list of potential Region Chairmen and those officers who are not chosen by the member state clubs. The purpose of this list is to serve as an aid to the incoming RMR Director when filling positions with members from the various states.
3. This list will be presented to the incoming Director at the RMR fall meeting in the second year of the Administration.

Life Membership Chairman: The RMR Life
Membership Chairman shall:
1. Be appointed by the RMR Director.
2. The RMR Life Membership Chairman will forward all Life Membership fees to RMR Treasurer.
3. RMR Life Member Chair shall keep complete record of Life Membership and forward names and contact information to the RMR Treasurer and RMR Newsletter editor.

Region Chairmen: Regional Chairmen shall:
1. Serve as members of the Board of Directors of the RMR and shall represent the RMR to the corresponding NGC Chairmen.
2. Contact the NGC counterpart and request resources for each position.
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3. Request reports from the corresponding State Chairmen at an appropriate time so that the RMR Chairman can submit a report at the RMR Annual Meeting.

REGION RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE GARDEN CLUBS Each President of a State Garden Club shall:
1. Be a member of the NGC Board of Directors, which meets twice a year. The President shall be required to attend all NGC Board meetings and NGC Conventions and shall notify the NGC President and RMR Director of any unavoidable absence.
2. Cooperate with the other RMR State Presidents.
3. Direct in the adoption of procedures and activities that will best serve the members, benefit the Region, and advance the objectives of RMR and NGC.
4. Attend the RMR Annual Meetings and the NGC Conventions to report the activities of the State Garden Club.
5. Following the “Rotation Schedule for Elected Positions” select member(s) to fill the position(s); send the name(s) and endorsement(s) to the RMR Director before August 1 of the even-numbered year.

6. Consult with the RMR Director on any problems affecting the state in relation to the RMR and NGC.
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7. Invite the RMR Director to attend the annual State Garden Club Conventions, underwriting the registration, housing, and meals.
8. Promote the RMR Award program and the RMR Award of Excellence for Regions Project.
9. Direct the State Newsletter Editor to place on the State Publication email list the names of the NGC President and First Vice-President, and the RMR Director, Alternate Director, Historian, and RMR Award of Excellence for Regions Project Chairman; to print the RMR Director’s name, address, and theme in the State Publication; and to publish RMR Annual Meeting information including date, location, registration information, and a tentative program.
10. Encourage attendance at RMR Annual Meetings.
11. Direct the State Treasurer to pay annual dues to the RMR Treasurer before September 1 each year.
12. Forward name and qualifications of persons willing and qualified to serve as Region Chairmen, Officers, etc. to the RMR Personnel Chairman.
13. Keep RMR Rules of Procedure and Minutes of RMR Meetings in a President’s Book which is passed on to successor.




NGC NOMINATING COMMITTEE MEMBER ELIGIBILITY
Prior to assuming the position at the close of the NGC Convention in the odd-numbered year, the NGC Nominating Committee Members shall have:
1. Served two (2) years as an elected officer of a State Garden Club, and a minimum of two (2) years as a Member of the Board of Directors of National Garden Clubs, Inc.
2. Attended at least two (2) of the previous five (5) NGC Conventions.
3. The Members shall be elected by the Governing Board of the State Garden Club during the even-numbered year prior to serving.
4. If the Members cannot attend a meeting, the Region Director shall appoint a member from the Region already serving on the NGC Board of Directors to attend that meeting.

Selection of NGC Nominating Committee Members within the Region

Two Members of the NGC Nominating Committee shall be elected by the governing bodies of the State Garden Clubs as listed on the Rotation Schedule for Elected Positions below.  If the State Garden Club does not have an eligible member who is willing to serve, the selection passes to the next State Garden Club in the schedule. A written endorsement for each, signed by the State President, shall be sent to the Director prior to the RMR Annual Meeting in the even-numbered year; the Member shall be introduced at this Meeting,

The Members of the NGC Nominating Committee must attend all meetings of the NGC Nominating Committee. If unable to attend for any reason other than extreme emergency, a resignation must be sent to the Chairman of the Nominating Committee and a copy the RMR Director. In such an event, the state selects a replacement.
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ROTATION SCHEDULE FOR ELECTED POSITIONS

	Tenure
	Director
	NGC Nominating
	NGC Nominating
	Secretary

	2019-21
	UT
	CO
	MT
	CO

	2021-23
	CO
	NE
	SD
	UT

	2023-25
	NE
	KS
	UT
	KS

	2025-27
	WY
	MT passs
	WY
	NE

	2027-29
	MT
	NE
	CO
	WY

	2029-31
	SD
	KS
	SD
	SD

	2031-33
	MT
	ND
	UT
	ND

	2033-35
	KS
	CO
	WY
	MT



25-27 ND Passed on Alt Dir & RMR Dir.
The Rotation Schedule for Elected Positions is subject to change when “no qualified candidate is available” but must stay in order of NGC: UT, ND, WY, MT, CO, NE, SD, KS.

1.  The body of the Executive Committee of the RMR may approve any exception to the above rotation. Requests must be made in writing to the current RMR director.
2.  If a State Garden Club is unable to accept the rotation for RMR Director or NGC Nominating Committee Members, it is possible for that State Garden Club to pass its position to the next State Garden Club in the rotation until a State Garden Club is reached that can accept the position and the change is agreeable.
3.  The switch must be made at the RMR Annual meeting and approved by Board of Directors.
4.  A State Garden Club providing the RMR Alternate Director in place of the State Garden Club scheduled for that position, does NOT lose its turn in the Rotation Schedule for Elected Positions if the Alternate is NOT called to serve.
5.  The RMR Officers will be presented as a slate (rotation schedule) and confirmed as a vote at the RMR meeting in the even years. This information should then be forwarded to the NGC President.



ROTATION SCHEDULE FOR HOSTING THE RMR ANNUAL MEETING

	2020
	Kansas (canceled)
	2027
	Nebraska

	2021
	Kansas
	2028
	Montana

	2022
	Utah
	2029
	Kansas

	2023
	Colorado
	2030
	Utah

	2024
	South Dakota
	2031
	Colorado

	2025
	Wyoming
	2032
	South Dakota

	2026
	North Dakota
	2033
	Wyoming



Unlike the Rotation Schedule for Elected Positions, this Rotation Schedule for Hosting the RMR Annual Meeting remains in effect as listed because there is no qualification state involved.

RESPONSIBILITIES OR GUIDELINES FOR A STATE GARDEN CLUB FOR HOSTING A RMR ANNUAL MEETING

1.	There shall be RMR Annual Meetings with the State Clubs hosting according to the Rotation Schedule.
2.	Date and location of the next RMR Annual Meeting shall be set up and announced at the annual RMR meeting.
3.	The Call to the RMR Annual Meeting shall be sent at least eight weeks prior to the meeting to the NGC President, NGC officers and chairmen who are members of RMR clubs, Editors of state publications, the RMR Alternate Director, and all other RMR officers and chairmen. The call may be sent electronically. State editors will publish RMR meeting information through their quarterly newsletter. Information shall be made available to ALL club members.
4.	Other copies of the call letter shall be mailed as directed by the Director and hosting State Garden Club.
5.	Registration fee shall be at least $25.00.
6.	Registration fees, meals, and lodging bills RMR Director, and guest speakers shall be paid as part of the expense of the meeting.
7.	All expenses shall be paid by the RMR Treasurer no later than 30 days after the closing of the meeting.


8.	If the RMR Annual Meeting is held in conjunction with a State Garden Club Convention, it is essential that the RMR finances be kept separate from those of the State Garden Club.
9.	Any funds in the RMR Annual Meeting fund after bills have been paid shall be divided 40/60.  40% to be remitted to the hosting state by RMR Treasurer and 60% retained by the Rocky Mountain Region. Director shall be notified of this exact amount.
10.  RMR Director and Convention Chair will decide on seating, recognition, and other protocol matters.11.  Provide a Chairman and Co-Chairman for the Annual Meeting.
12.  Select a site with adequate housing, sufficiently spacious meeting rooms, accommodations for special meals, space for workshops and for staging programs as planned.
13.  Oversee registration; furnish badges & packets.
14.  Have programs printed after approval of RMR Director.
15.  Arrange for tours; pick menus after consulting with RMR Director; arrange for any special function such as receptions.
16.  Be responsible for the publicity of the RMR Annual Meeting.
17.  Prepare complete report of the RMR Annual Meeting. Include at least one (1) copy of the printed program, publicity, financial report and any other pertinent information that might be helpful to future Chairmen of RMR Annual Meetings.
18.  Five years of summary reports of RMR Annual Meetings (commonly known as the Registration Book) must be retained by the current Chairman of the RMR Annual Meeting and passed on to the next RMR Meeting Chairman.



RULES FOR ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION MEETINGS

1.  Official badges issued by the Credentials Committee shall be worn at all official business meetings.
2.  A quorum for a RMR meeting consists of those who attend the meeting if it is a stated meeting or has been properly called.
3.  Reports will be timed. Presidents of State Garden Clubs will be limited to 2 minutes; other reports will be limited to 2 minutes as well.


40



4.  When addressing the chair, state your name and your state.
5.  Two written copies of motions offered from the floor must be signed by the maker with one copy sent to the Secretary and one copy to the Presiding Officer. Carbon copy forms are available.
6.  No member shall speak in debate more than twice on the same question or for longer than two minutes unless permission is granted by the assembly by majority vote without debate.
7.  The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the meeting in all cases which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the by-laws and information in the Handbook for the RMR.
8.  Cell phones shall be turned off or placed in the vibrate position during meetings.

These Rules need to be accepted by the Board of
Directors at the meeting.
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Rocky Mountain Region
Recognition Program 2025-2027
Book of Evidence


ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION RECOGNITION PROGRAM

The Awards Committee of the Rocky Mountain Region believes that each of our garden clubs needs to be recognized and supported for the outstanding work they provide for their communities. This awards program is intended to do this. Each of our garden clubs provides a tremendous amount of service for many worthwhile projects.

BOOK OF EVIDENCE

Book of Evidence and a “RMR Award Application Form” must support each award application. The book of evidence is a report that tells the story of your project. The application form is available from the RMR Awards Chairman and/or your State Awards Chairman and is included in this Handbook.  Applications should first be
submitted to the State Awards Chairman; that Chairman will forward all applications to the RMR Awards Chairman by  August 15 of each year.

No project may be submitted two years in a row.

The Book of Evidence must contain the following information:
1.	The name/number of awards being applied for
2.	Name/address of group or individual applying for the award
3.	Several photos (preferably color) with brief descriptions
4.	Written description of the project
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You may submit as few pages as needed to support the project; however, please do not exceed 3 pages (fronts only). No report covers or binders are allowed. No plastic sheets are allowed. These guidelines have changed in accordance with changes to the National Garden Clubs application form approved at 2011 NGC Convention in Washington DC.  The awards are no longer printed in The National Gardener. They are online at gardenclub.org under the menu title, Awards. Books of Evidence may be submitted in either Word or PDF.

The Rocky Mountain Region award year shall be July 1 through June 30. Any project started and completed in this time frame is eligible.

It is possible for more than one club in a member state to submit a Book of Evidence for the same award. For example, both the Colorado Petunia Garden Club and the Colorado Zinnia Garden Club have civic development projects that qualify for Award 10; they both may enter their project for the award.

It is possible for a project to fit the requirements of more than one award. If applying for more than one award using the same project, each award application should be written to emphasize the requirements of that award.

Members of the public may be eligible for an award; however, a Garden Club member or a group of Garden Clubs must submit the Book of Evidence.

All Books of Evidence will be returned to the State Awards Chairman after display at the Rocky Mountain Region Annual Meeting.
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Scale of Points for all RMR Awards: (exceptions: Publications, Yearbooks, Publicity Press Books see NGC Award Rules and List.  Websites, Photography and Videos/CD/DVD/Flash Drives are as noted). Presentation ........................ 5 points
Neat, concise, includes all information on the RMR
Awards Application Form (3 sheets allowed), or the Book
of Evidence, if required.
Achievement… ......................65 points
Scope of project; need and fulfillment; benefit;
accomplishment; comprehensiveness of work; activities
to attain goals; evaluation of goals reached; educational; prior planning; very brief history if continuing project; financial report; other.
Participation ..........................15 points
Size of club; involvement of members, community, government agencies, professionals, youth, residents in facilities, others. Not all of these must be involved. Record or Documentation….15 points
Supporting data (as applicable), clear, well-labeled and
neatly attached before and after photographs if applicable landscape plan (does not have to be professionally drawn), financial report, letters of appreciation, community awards, newspapers/magazine articles (if possible), radio or TV script (if possible), etc. Photocopies are permitted.
Total 100 points

Categories By Size: Garden Club applications shall be judged according to size determined by the number of members in the club.

A: CLUBS WITH LESS THAN 15 MEMBERS B: CLUBS WITH 15 TO 25 MEMBERS
C: CLUBS WITH 26 TO 35 MEMBERS
D: CLUBS WITH MORE THAN 35 MEMBERS
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Award certificates are designated First Place, Second Place, Third
Place or Award of Merit.
Award certificates not indicating place positions are designated as
Award of Excellence.
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Rocky Mountain Region Award Application
2025-2027
National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Send awards to RMR Awards Chairman to arrive no later than
August 15th, at   rmrawards1@gmail.com
RMR Awards Chairman:
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Send email 

Chris Martin
PO Box 86
Friend, NE 68359
402-540-2241c
dzrcc8@yahoo.com

Award# 	and Letter# 	Award Name 	


Name of State                                                                                         Garden Club Name                                                                                 Name of Applicant:                                                                                 
Type or print exactly as name should appear on any award received (name of club, group of clubs, individual, etc.)

Number of members of Garden Club                            

Please complete each topic, if applicable. Use numbering as below when completing form.

1.	New project: Yes     No     Beginning date:  	 Completion date:  	

2.       Brief summary and objectives of project:

3.       Involvement of club members, other organizations:

4.       Project expenses and means of funding:

5.       Continuing involvement, follow-up, maintenance:

6.	Attach or insert photos, digital photos, and/or landscape plan (does not need to be professionally
drawn):



Award 1	Colorado Award -- Garden Therapy This may be a single garden club or group of garden clubs that have sponsored a project such as any of the following:
a. Includes gardeners with different abilities or
senior citizens
b. Teaches gardeners with different abilities or senior citizens,
c. Provides a service to a group of people, or
d. Programs and activities for barrier free gardening.


Award 2	Kansas Award — Conservation
This may be a single garden club or group of garden clubs that have sponsored a project such as any of the following
a. Educational activity or program, b. Legislative activity,
c. Conservation project (wildlife refuge, watershed protection, etc.)
d. Work by an individual (may or may not be a garden club member),
e. Comprehensive program in environmental education
f. Bird (such as establishing sanctuaries, promoting law enforcement, etc.)


Award 3	Montana Award — Writing
This award is open to a garden club member, garden club, group of garden clubs, or a member state for publications such as:
a. Garden Club Yearbook b. Garden Club Scrapbook c. Garden Club Newsletter d. State publication
e. Articles for publication by a magazine or newspaper (full article must be submitted)
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f. Books relating to horticulture or gardening
g. A non-garden club member who has published a
book on horticulture or gardening
h. Any design publication, (NGC calendar or other) by
garden club member (e.g., Vision of Beauty calendar).

Note: Yearbooks are due August 15 for the yearbook award. Yearbooks will not be returned but retained for the NGC Yearbook Award. Other yearbooks will be considered if received by January 1 to the RMR Awards Chair for the NGC Yearbook Award.

Scale of Points for Garden Club Yearbook

FORMAT: TOTAL of 100 points
Book Structure: Practical, convenient size for membership, durable, neat.

Yearbooks may be stapled, spiral, or 3-ring binders. Material should be well placed with ample margins, and font size suitable for members to read. 2 pts.
Cover: Include name of club, town, state organization, year, and appealing design.

If 3-ring binder cover is used, substitute with paper cover and include required information listed above, and so note. 2 pts.

Title page: Include name of club, town, state organization, year, number of dues paying members, and affiliated organizations (district, region, NGC, other).

If state and national dues are paid on associate/inactive/honorary members, they are counted in total membership. 2 pts
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Table of Contents: Number the yearbook pages and list topics on Contents Page. 1 pt.

Subsequent pages: In any order most useful to members and best fit for page placement.
Information in a club yearbook should be in logical order. National and state information does not have to be in front. Membership Roster with complete mailing addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses (if applicable). Avoid crowding. Suggestion to save space, “All area codes are  	and postal zip codes are ( 	, nine digits) unless otherwise noted”. 2 pts.

List of Club Officers and Committee Chairmen 1 pt. NGC Information: Name of NGC President with home
and e-mail address, theme, and projects. List address and
phone number of NGC Headquarters in St. Louis. List NGC website address. (Locate above information at www.gardenclub.org) 1pt.

Other information: Name, address, phone number, and e-mail of Region Director, State President, State District Director, Council President (if applicable). List themes for Region Director and State President. List website addresses for state and region. 2 pts.

Calendar of Events: List dates and locations for district/state/region/national meetings and events to encourage members to attend and to eliminate the setting of conflicting dates. 2 pts.

Programs: Topics should cover a variety of NGC goals and objectives such as Birds, Blue Star Memorials, Butterflies, Conservation, Environment, Floral Design, Horticulture, Therapy, Recycling, NGC, and State President’s projects, etc. (Indicate if special interest club. e.g., Horticulture, only; Design, only; Faith Based; etc.)
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1. Meets minimum number of meetings required by state
3 pts.
2. List date and time of meeting, location with address 3
pts.
3. List name of speaker/s, qualifications (brief), program title 4pts.
4. Variety of program topics (theme not required) 14 pts. a. Variety of styles of programs (lectures, slides, power point, tours, etc.) 12 pts.
b. Variety of speakers (specialists, members, panel, etc.)
14 pts.

Projects: Projects involve actual membership participation that benefit the community and further NGC Goals and Objectives. Some fund raisers (sale of bulbs, bedding plants, herbs, etc.) may help to beautify the community, as well as produce revenue for clubs. Some fund raisers may help promote NGC Member Services as well as publicize our organization and
goals. Certain social activities may lead to membership increase. State such in descriptions.
1. List Continuing and New Projects (a club is not required to have new projects) 15 pts.
2. Give brief word description of projects: Include location, name of Chairman, how members participate, list of donations if applicable, in-kind donations if applicable, plans for maintenance if applicable, etc. 20 pts.
e.g., Establish a Teaching Garden at Atkins Elementary School, afterschool program with planned curriculum, 4 days a week from 3:30-5:00 p.m., Laurie Benson, Chairman.

Options: (no points given) could fill available space. Some clubs include bylaws, budget, fund raising, roll call, former club presidents.
Club theme: If theme is used, it should be evident throughout the book. Themes may be interpreted with


50



monthly program topics and/or titles, graphics, quotes. Projects do not need to be limited to theme.
NGC Mission Statement
NGC Conservation Pledge
NGC Environmental Mission Statement
NGC Water Conservation Platform
Club Collect
List of members who are Life Members in state, region, NGC Awards received previous year

Award 4 Nebraska Award — Horticulture Excellence This award is open to a garden club member, garden club, group of garden clubs, or other individuals for projects such as:
a. Contributions to horticulture through research
b. Contributions to horticulture through education c. Contributed to horticulture through a project.

Award 5 North Dakota Award — Video/CD/DVD/Flash
Drive/Slide Shows
This award may be given for the best video/CD/DVD/Flash Drive production on any State, RMR or NGC objective as listed below:
a.	History/Archives
b.	Garden Tours (private) c.	Garden Tours (public) d.	Flower Shows
e.	Projects
f.	Programs
g.	Other
Scale of Points
Presentation ............................ 60
Includes required information on RMR Awards Application Form (3 pages allowed). Design/appearance/audio: Memorable content and delivery; creativity; images clear, concise, easy to view and comprehend; logical order of sequence; all visual effects contribute to rather than detract from the
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message.
Achievement… ........................20
Overall impact (educational, inspiring, persuasive);
club/group information present and accurate. Promotion .............................. 20
Clear message; promotes RMR and NGC objective or
projects; means of distribution profits realized if
applicable.
Total Points 100

Award 6	South Dakota Award — Birds
This may be awarded to a garden club member, garden club, group of garden clubs, or other deserving individuals or groups for projects such as:
a. Comprehensive and effective program of protection, b. Educational programs
c. Design, installation, and maintenance of public or
private gardens.

Award 7	Wyoming Award --Trees
This award may be given to a garden club member,
garden club, group of garden clubs, or other deserving
individual or groups for projects such as:
a. Planting the greatest number of trees
b. Educational program regarding the importance of trees
c. Design, installation of a public arboretum d. Volunteering in a public arboretum

Award 8	Utah Award — Garden Tours
This award may be giving to a garden club member,
garden club, group of garden clubs, or other deserving individuals or groups for project such as
a. Open to the public
b. Partnered with another group
c. Open to garden club members only
d. Garden that has been on public display e. Tour of garden club members’ gardens
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Award 9	Junne Johnsrud Membership Award Application is not required. State Membership Chairman will submit information to the RMR Awards Chairman.
a. To the State Garden Club showing the greatest increase in paid memberships during the past fiscal year, or
b. To the State Garden Clubs showing the greatest per capita increase in paid memberships

Award 10	Civic Development
This award may be given to a garden club member, garden club, group of garden clubs, or other deserving individuals or groups for project.
a.  Project must make permanent improvement to a community
c.   Project which makes permanent improvement to
a historical site
d.  Project that makes permanent improvement to a public building such as a church, courthouse, or school
e.  Project that has been ongoing for several years f.    Outstanding community outreach program

Award 11   Conservation and Environmental Concerns This award may be given to a garden club member, garden club, group of garden clubs, or other deserving individuals or groups for projects such as:
a.  Educational or legislative activity program by a club or group of clubs
c.   Outstanding work by an individual member of a garden club
d.  Most recycling efforts,
e.  Garden club project that promotes conservation f.   Garden club project that promotes an
environmental concern
g.  Project that incorporates wildflowers or native plant materials.
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Award 12	Butterfly Gardening
This award may be given to an individual, club, or group of clubs for a butterfly garden for projects such as:
a. Small area — less than 1,000 square feet b. Open to the public
c. A private garden
d. A garden funded by a non-garden club entity e. A garden funded by a garden club or group of
garden clubs
f. Designed by a garden club or group of garden clubs

Award 13	Flower Show Awards
This award may be given to a garden club member, garden club, group of garden clubs, or other deserving individuals or groups for sponsoring a Flower Show. A Book of Evidence up to 6 pages indicating all the show divisions and sections.
a. NGC Standard Flower Show b. Non-NGC Flower Show

Award 14	Landscape Design
This award may be given to a garden club member,
garden club, group of garden clubs, or a RMR State
Garden Club for projects such as:
a. Projects that make a significant contribution providing planning and/or planting in a facility such as church, park, library, hospital
b. Outstanding program of continuing landscape design education

Award 15	Garden Study

This award may be given to a garden club member, garden club, and group of garden clubs, or RMR State Garden Club for projects such as:
a. An educational program that is open to the public


54



b. A single program that promotes the objectives of the
Garden Study Council

Award 16	Youth Awards
This award may be given for outstanding achievement in the following areas:
a.  A junior, intermediate, or high school club that a service to their school
b.  A leader who has given outstanding service to a
youth club
c.  Youth club project that promotes planting and growing in outside area
d.  Youth garden club for the most comprehensive program in the field of environmental concern, landscaping, antilitter, etc.

Award 17	Fund-raising
This award may be given to the club, group of clubs, or a RMR State Garden Club for creative and unique fund- raising ideas.
Note: The RMR Chair will collect fund-raising ideas, print and distribute at the RMR Convention for possible use by our members.

Award 18	Blue Star/Gold Star Highway
Memorials
A Certificate of Merit will be presented to those clubs or groups on clubs that have installed a byway marker or highway marker.

Award 19	Rocky Mountain Region Projects This award may be given to a garden club that does an exceptional project to promote and participate in RMR goals with special activities.

Award 20	Special Achievement Awards
This award is for outstanding garden club work by:
a. Individual
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b. Garden club
c. Group of garden clubs
d. Non-garden club individual group

Award 21	Award of Excellence for Regions
A certificate shall be awarded to each member State
Garden Club for the National Award of Excellence. Each
member State Garden Club shall be recognized at the Awards Banquet at the RMR Annual Meeting in the odd numbered years. Recognition is by the RMR Award of Excellence Chair for Regions. In addition to a certificate, a monetary award may be awarded to the two largest and two smallest member states which have submitted outstanding Books of Evidence for their work, as well. No application is necessary for this award.

Award 22	Citation of Distinguished Service The Rocky Mountain Region Director shall present a Citation of Distinguished Service to any member who has provided notable achievement and guidance. Write an article and send to Award Chairman in lieu of application.

Award 23	Club Programs
This award may be presented for a garden club
program(s) on growing, studying and the culture of plants or a plant family. Program(s) must show descriptive detail so the program may be used by other clubs.


Award 25	National Garden Clubs Project
This award may be given to a garden club that does an exceptional project to promote and participate in NGC
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goals with special activities.

Award 26	Photography - Camera
This award may be given to a garden club member whose
photo or group of photos (no more than 5 photos) depict the following themes:
a. Conservation of Flora and Fauna b. Wildflowers
c.  Creating Butterfly Habitats d. Promoting the Social Bees e.  Birds

Scale Of Points
Conformation/Interpretation ...................... 20
does the photo comply with the class title and does the
image interpret the theme
Composition ............................................... 25
elements and principles of design are used to define the
components of the composition of the photograph Creativity .................................................... 25 expression of the imagination of the photographer Technical Merit ......................................... 20 successful use of mechanics of the camera Distinction/Wow Factor… ......................... 10
the wow factor; marked superiority in all aspects
Total Points 100

Award 27-1 and 27-2	Websites
Awarded for the most outstanding website promoting the sponsoring organization and NGC objectives. Provide on the RMR Awards Application Form your website address who maintains site, how often updated, and cost.  Ease of navigation will be considered while judging from the current site.
27-1 – Designed and managed by club member/members
27-2 – Professionally designed
a.    Single member garden club
b.    Group of member clubs (councils or districts, etc.)
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c.	State garden club

Scale of Points
Presentation ................ 25
Design/Appearance: attractive, engaging, easy to view layout
Navigation ................... 35
Ease of navigation, navigation system (video, map, etc.),
logical flow of pages, clear page headers, links active
Achievement… ............. 20
Club/group information present/ease to find,
educational
Promotion ....................10
Promotes RMR and NGC objectives
Maintenance ................ 10
Does it appear to be updated
Total Points 100
Award 28	Social Media


National Award for Regions
Member Award of Honor
Awarded to one member in each region whose volunteer efforts during a period of five or more years, has made outstanding contributions to club and community, in one or more of the following areas: civic development, horticulture therapy, youth activities, conservation, landscape design, horticulture, floral design, or all- around excellence. Eligibility: any member of a State Garden Club, who has never been a member of the NGC Board of Directors. Eligibility and Rules listed on NGC Website,  www.gardenclub.org , “Awards” – Member Award of Honor. A book of evidence should be
submitted not to exceed 3 pages. Obtain state’s deadline date. State Awards Chairman forwards one entry to Regional Awards Chairman by February 1. The eight Regional Winners will receive a NGC Certificate and a pin at the NGC convention. They will be recognized in The National Gardener.
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HIGH SCHOOL DISTINGUISHED SERVICE PROJECT
Youth Award #76

Bringing gardening and our youth together is an exciting process and can be fun for parents, grandparents, or other adult friends.

The High School Distinguished Service Project Award along with $100 for first place and $50 for second place may be awarded to a high school student, grade 9-12, for an outstanding civic project making a significant improvement for public benefit, e.g., environment, conservation, landscape, horticulture, recycling, horticulture therapy, etc.

Single member club, group of member clubs, districts or a state garden club must sponsor the contest.

Reach out to youth groups already formed or classes at school. Our youth have been exposed to many different types of gardens. Those that prove to be the most successful are those that relate to their experiences.

If you know of someone who has done an outstanding civic project consider applying for Award #76, High School Distinguished Service Project under Youth Awards.

Follow your state award application process to submit a candidate to the NGC Awards Chairman.

For more information, contact: Sue Bennett, Coordinator Sue_C_bennett@ott.net
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Youth Sculpture Contest
Encouraging Youth to Keep Our Planet Green

Purpose
To encourage youth to keep our planet green and to get
involved with saving the environment.

Contest Rules

•	1. Children in 4th grade through 8th grade will be eligible to enter the contest
•	2. The sculpture is limited to a size that would fit on a 8 1/2" x 11" sheet of paper and must be constructed of recyclable, reused, and reduced material
•	3. Entries should include as many photographs as can be printed on the back of the entry form; (2) 4x6 photographs are recommended
•	4. Club entries must be sent to State Chairman by your State Deadline. State Winners must be sent to Region Chairman by February 1 and Region Winners must be sent to National Chairman by March 1
•	5. Youth sculpture contest winners will be asked to submit a high-quality photo of their entry to be used on the NGC website and in other NGC publications




Scale of Points

•	Creative use of materials and self-expression:
60%
•	Description of sculpture and materials used:
30%
•	Craftsmanship and technique: 10%
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•	Total: 100%

For more information, contact:
Terry Critchlow, Chairman: Youth Sculpture Contest
Tcritchlow@aol.net


The 2025  Smokey Bear Poster Contest!

Smokey Bear is recognized nationally and internationally as the symbol for fire prevention. The original Smokey Bear appeared in 1944.Children from first through fifth grade are invited to participate in the 2021 National Garden Clubs, Inc. Poster Contest! The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service and the National Garden Clubs, Inc. are giving students the opportunity to demonstrate through original drawings of Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl their understanding of wildfire prevention and basic environmental conservation principles.

Only You Can Prevent Wildfires!

Smokey Bear is recognized nationally and internationally as the symbol for fire prevention. The original Smokey Bear appeared in 1944. Smokey's message, "Only You Can Prevent Wildfires!" encourages personal responsibility for fire prevention. Smokey Bear teaches children and adults to be careful with campfires, barbecues, trash fires, and matches

Lend a Hand, Care for the Land!

Lend a Hand, Care for the Land! Woodsy Owl is America's icon for the conservation of the environment. Since
1971, Woodsy has helped parents and teachers inspire children to observe, explore, and care for the
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environment. He challenges children to "Lend a Hand, Care for the Land!" and to take an active role in caring for the land through recycling, reusing, and reducing waste, planting, and caring for trees, using resources wisely, and not littering.



Certificates and Entry Stickers

Certificates of Participation and Poster Entry Stickers can be requested for free by sending an email
to symbols@fs.fed.us with your name, mailing address, and quantity of certificates and/or stickers you are requesting.

Connie McKay, Smokey Bear / Woodsy Owl Poster
RMR Chairman   MMcm31@icloud.com

More information on NGC website www.gardenclub.org
Youth Programs, Youth Contests
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