MONTANA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS
EIGHTY-EIGHTH CONVENTION MEETING MINUTES
BEST WESTERN PREMIERE GREAT NORTHERN HOTEL
HELENA, MONTANA – JUNE 20-21, 2025
Call to Order: President, Diane Ward, called the 88th Convention of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 11:08 am on Friday, June 20, 2025.       
Presentation of Colors, Girl Scouts Troop 3941 of Helena.
Pledge of Allegiance, Jeannie Bennett
Welcome & Garden Club Creed:  Diane Ward President
Welcome to Helena, Emily Dean, Mayor Pro Teme,  Andy Shirtliff, Commissioner of Helena  Inspirational Thought:  Mary Kemph
Recognition of Former Presidents  in attendance: Mary Davis, Norm DeNeal, Phyllis White, Linda Sadler, Joyce Hendricks, Sherry Corneliusen, Jim Sadler
Recognition of Convention Committee: MFGC Executive Committee
Diane Ward, MFGC President, Introduction of Head table 
Recognition of Garden Club Member of the Year, Cindy Carlton presented to Darlene Skari 
Preliminary Credentials – Glenna Waltee, Registrar, Credentials Read.
    Montana State President			1
    Past State Presidents			7
    State Officers				6
    District Directors				5
    Club Presidents + 2 proxies			15
    State Chairman				13
    Delegates					16
    State Life Members				31
    National Life Members			6
    Club Members				69
    Flower Show Judges			22
    Landscape Design Consultant		1
    Guests					4
      Voting Members 							52
      Total MFGC Members Attending					69
      Total Guests and non MFGC Members				  4
Declaration of Quorum, Joyce Hendricks, Parlimentarian
Reading & Adoption of Convention Rules:  Joyce Hendricks, Parliamentarian.   
        Adopted 6-20-2025.
Adoption of Agenda: Norm DeNeal made motion, Patty House 2nd.  Adopted 6-20-2025 
Appointment of Committee to Approve the 2025 Convention Minutes: Mary Kemph, Phyllis White, Cindy Carlton
Appointment of Timekeepers and Tellers:  Sue O’Leary, Elaine Wood.
Garden Club Memorial Service: Mary Kemph

[bookmark: _Hlk202110667]2024 Committee Approval of Minutes:  2024 87th Convention Minutes were approved by committee, Pat Ludwigh, Kari Hovland, Charlene Moug
Appointment of Financial Review Committee:  Lilla Flesjer, Liz Smith, Debbie Werholz
Adjourn for Lunch 
   -  Awards
Policy & Procedure Changes
State President
1. The State President is required to attend all annual meetings relating to the presidency during  their term (2025)  Policy change adopted.
Out of State Meetings
President
A.  Attend the National Garden Clubs Annual Convention:  advance and/or reimbursement shall be up to $2000 to be paid out of the MFGC general fund (2025) Policy change adopted
B.  Attend the Rocky Mountain Region Annual Meeting:  advance and/or reimbursement  shall be  $1000, to be paid out of MFGC general fund (2025) Policy change adopted
First Vice President
A. First year of their term, attend Rocky Mountain Region Annual Meeting: advance and/or reimbursement shall be up to $500 to be paid out of the MFGC general fund (2025)
B.  Second year of their term attend the National Garden Clubs Annual Convention: advance and/or reimbursement shall be up to $1000, to paid out of the MFGC general funds.
Motion made and seconded to change to read. (2025) 
A. First year of their term may attend Rocky Mountain Region Annual Meeting: advance and/or reimbursement shall be up to $500 to be paid out of the MFGC general fund (2025) Amended Policy change adopted.
B.  Second year of their term may attend the National Garden Clubs Annual Convention: advance and/or reimbursement shall be up to $1000, to paid out of the MFGC general funds. (2025) Amended Policy change adopted.

In State Meetings
President
B. Delegation (President and Vice Presidents) shall be advanced and/or reimbursed for travel and lodging for in-state meetings (District Meetings) up to $1500 annually to be paid out of general fund.  Receipts must be presented (2025) Policy change adopted.
State Treasurer
4. After the Treasurer receives the membership dues, the Membership Chairman/Circulation Manger will provide a computerized list of the MFGC club membership, to be sent to the President, Vice Presidents, Recording Secretary and Treasurer in September and March.  An updated alphabetical membership list with names and addresses will be sent to the Montana Gardens Publisher prior to each publication deadline (2025) Policy change adopted.
Recording Secretary
2. The Recording Secretary shall submit approved meeting minutes (Convention and Executive Board meetings) to the President and the editor of the Montana Gardens, in time for publication the issue of the Montana Gardens which immediately follows each meeting.  Upon submission to the editor, the minutes will be sent to the Web Master simultaneously to be posted in the member’s section of the MFGC website (2025)  Motion Made to amend to remove the word executive. 
2. The Recording Secretary shall submit approved meeting minutes (Convention and Board meetings) to the President and the editor of the Montana Gardens, in time for publication the issue of the Montana Gardens which immediately follows each meeting.  Upon submission to the editor, the minutes will be sent to the Web Master simultaneously to be posted in the member’s section of the MFGC website (2025)  Motion Made to amend to remove the word executive.  (2025) Amended Policy change accepted.
Club and Member Services
1.  The Montana federation will honor a deceased Advisory Council member with a $200.00 memorial donation to the MFGC Endowment Fund (2025)  Policy change adopted.
3. Fund raising projects should be approved by the Executive Board prior to being carried out including the Life Members, Judges Council, Awards, and those intended for the MFGC General Fund. (2025)  Policy change adopted.
Education
5. NGC sponsored schools may request an allowance a year in advance to support schools in Montana.  Plans to schedule an NGC school must be presented to the Executive Committee for approval. (2025)  Motion was made to change wording to at least six months in advance. Motion 2nd.  Motion failed.  Policy change adopted as written.
Convention and Meetings
1. When MFGC general Funds are available, MFGC Elected and Appointed Officers, District directors and  Awards Chairperson, if in attendance, may be reimbursed, if requested for the annual meeting registration fees. (2025)  Motion made leave and all meals with the exception of the Life Members and Judges Council dinners. Motion 2nd.  
1. When MFGC general Funds are available, MFGC Elected and Appointed Officers, District directors and Awards Chairperson, if in attendance, may be reimbursed, if requested for the annual meeting registration fees and all meals with exception, of the Life Members and Judges Council dinners. (2025) Amended Policy change adopted.
2a. The Treasurer will advance up to $500 to the State Convention, if requested.  The requested amount will be returned to the Treasurer after the final Convention accounting. (2025) Policy change adopted
2b. The Treasurer will advance up to $500 to the Convention Chairman, if requested to be used for education purposes such as programs, tours, speakers and workshops (2025) Policy change adopted
4. Bids for Annual Conventions should be presented in writing to the Executive Committee at the meeting two years prior to the date of the Convention.  A copy of the Montana Federation Convention Guidelines book should be used for assistance (2025) Policy change adopted
Adjourn meeting 2:45 pm  to reconvene on Saturday morning art 9 am 
Tour Gardenwerks Flower Farm, 3:00 – 4:30 pm
Welcome Dinner
     Flower Show Awards – Jim Sadler
     Farewell Speech – Diane  Ward
Saturday, June 21, 2025
Call to Order: President, Diane Ward, called the 88th Convention of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 9: am on June 21, 2025.
Final Credentials – Glenna Waltee, Registrar,
     Montana State President			1
    Past State Presidents			7
    State Officers				6
    District Directors				 5
    Club Presidents				15
    State Chairman				13
    Delegates					16
    State Life Members				31
    National Life Members			6
    Club Members				69
    Flower Show Judges			22
    Landscape Design Consultant		1
    Guests					4
      Voting Members 							52
      Total MFGC Members Attending					69
      Total Guests and non MFGC Members				  4
Diane Ward, President noted we have a quorum.
Policy and Procedures changes continued
Convention and Meetings (continued)
5. Each club is requested to donate one or more items (new or used) to be sold at the Ways and Means table during the convention. The host club may request a donation of specific kinds of items. Any profit from Ways and Means items sold at Convention will remain with the host club(s) as long as all the costs of the function are paid (2025).  Policy change adopted
6. All Convention and meeting reports are limited to four minutes (2025) 
Awards
3. Specific awards listed in the Awards Rules Handbook have funds placed into Awards savings to be invested so interest earned will cover their awards each year.  The State Treasurer shall maintain and update these records (2025) Policy change adopted
5. Sponsored awards must be paid in advance for each 2-year term in order to be entered in the awards booklet as a paid award.  Otherwise, it will be listed as a certificate award. The State Treasurer will send out the payment notices. (2025) 
NEW Policy
6. If a project secures  a 1st place award it cannot be submitted for the  same award in following years unless substantially different details make it unique. (2025) New policy adopted


Reports of Officers 
Diane Ward, President					On File 
1st Vice President, Jeannie Bennett				On File	
2nd Vice President, Cindy Carlton				On File			
Glenna Waltee, Treasurer					On File
  Vote for proposed budget, proposed budget adopted
District Director Reports 					On File
Club Presidents Reports					On File				             
Nominating Committee Report, Jim Sadler
Chairman Reports						On File
	Blue Star Memorial -  Kathy Austin-			On File
	Montana Gardens -Phyllis White                                   On File
             Flower Show School, Symposium, Credential Chair                                         
                    Susan Billmayer-					On File
	State Scholarship, Carol Brady			On File
             The Fundraising & Life Members report by Patty Schlager was read by
                 Diane Ward						On File
             Media Library, Bob Wicks				On File
Finance Committee Report: 			             		Report Filed 
Scholarship Lunch – 
            Carol Brady, NGC -  Olivia Collins, Joliet, MT - $3900, MSU
            Life Member -  Sara Eligin, $2,000 
Invitation to 2026 Convention,  Anaconda, MT - June 26-27
      Theme:  “Creating a Greener Future Together”
Announcement of 2027 Convention –  
      Belgrade Bloomers, Gallatin Empire Garden Clubs
Chairman Reports (cont.)
 	Joyce Hendricks-Landscape Design School		On File
	Plant A Tree – Vanette Nagamori (Glenna Waltee)	On File
             Social Media report by Jodie Haidle was read by
                   Sherry Corneilusen	 				On File
	Website Report – Elaine Wood			On File
	Pollinator Gardens report by Kathy Waters was read by 
                          (Jeannie Bennett) 				On File
	Smokey Bear – Jennifer Strzelczyk			On File
Nominating Committee Report – Jim Sadler
   Nominations:
       President – Jeannie Bennett
       1st Vice President – Cindy Carlton
       2nd Vice President – Liz Smith
       Treasurer – Beverly Geary
       Recording Secretary – Annie Wickum
       Corresponding Secretary – Nancy Dold
       Parliamentarian – Joyce Hendricks
The nominations were elected unanimously.  Installation at dinner this evening
Meeting Adjourned 
Resolutions of 2025 Convention – Joyce Hendricks, Resolution Chairman
Courtesy Resolution
Whereas: The members of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., attending the 88th annual convention at the Helena Great Northern Hotel, June 21-22, 2025, have benefited from information presented and
Whereas:  Diane Ward, president of The Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc, the members of the Board of Directors, including all of the officers, the committee chairman and the club members have served this organization with distinction, now, therefore be it 
Resolved: that sincere thanks be given to Board of Directors who served as organizers of the 88th convention and to all those who participated by designing table decorations; all those who made educational displays;  those who designed the floral arrangements for the dignitaries ; those who served as pages and hostesses and all the members who have planned and participated in the many courtesies  extended which assured the success of this convention and be it  
Resolved: that Girl Scout Troup number 3941 be extended our appreciation for their presentation of the Colors and be it
Resolved: That the Montana State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. president, Diane Ward, through her gracious presiding; the members, delegates, chairmen, and officers through their dedicated concern in the deliberations of this convention, be commended for their spirit of cooperation and  
Resolved: That presenter, Sue Leferink be extended our appreciation for her educational presentation, and be it
Resolved: that appreciation be extended to the management and staff of Helen Great Northern Hotel for accommodating us so well in our physical needs and in the services rendered, and be it 
Resolved: That this resolution be incorporated in the minutes and that copies be sent to those named in this resolution and the management of the Helena Great Northern Hotel.
Meeting Adjourned.	
Ann Wickum, MFGC Recording Secretary
Approved by 
Cindy Carlton_________________________________	Date_______________
Mary Kemph_________________________________	Date_______________
Phyllis White_________________________________	Date_______________
