MONTANA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS
EIGHTY-SEVENTH CONVENTION MEETING MINUTES
BILLINGS CONVENTION - MALTA, MONTANA – JUNE 27-29, 2024
Call to Order: President, Diane Ward, called the 87th Convention of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 9:11 am on Friday, June 28, 2024.       
Presentation of Colors, American Legion Post 57
Pledge of Allegiance, Toni Ziegler
Mayor of Malta, John Demaris, Welcome
Recognition of National President:  Brenda Moore
Recognition of Former Presidents  in attendance: Mary Davis, Darlene Skari, Norm DeNeal, Phyllis White, Linda Sadler, Joyce Hendricks, Sherry Corneliusen, Jim Sadler
Recognition of Convention Committee: Kathy Waters, Chairman
Diane Ward, MFGC President, Introduction of Head table 
Recognition of Garden Club Member of the Year, Jeannie Bennett presented to Phyllis White Cheryl Carroll, Inspirational Poem “Dancing Like a Flower” and prayer
Recognition of the 2024 Convention 
Preliminary Credentials – Dina Meneely, Registrar
    Elected Officers & Appointed Officers 6
    District Directors 6
    Past State Presidents 8
    State Chairman 11
    Club Presidents (or proxy) 15
    Delegates 16
    Members Present 62
    Voting Strength 62
Reading & Adoption of Convention Rules:  Joyce Hendricks, Parliamentarian.   
        Adopted 7-28-2024.
Appointment of Committee to Approve the 2024 Convention Minutes: Kerry Hovland, Pat Ludwig, Charlene Moug.
Appointment of Page for NFGC President, Brenda Moore Elaine Stannebein
Appointment of Timekeepers and Tellers:  Kathy Austin, Elaine Wood
Adoption of Agenda:  Joyce Hendricks, Parliamentarian.  Adopted 7-28-2024 
Garden Club Memorial Service: Cheryl Carroll
2023 Committee Approval of Minutes Bob Wicks:  2023 86th Convention Minutes were approved by committee, Barbara Andreozzi, Roberta Fuller and Bob Wicks
Reports of Officers
Treasurer, Glenna Waltee     					On File
Parliamentarian, Joyce Hendricks				On File
2nd Vice President, Cindy Carlton				On File
1st Vice President, Jeanne Bennett				On File
Diane Ward, President					On File
Finance Committee Report: 				             Report Filed
Business: Motion by Long Range Planning
 By-law Changes and Additions
 ARTICLE IX -Executive Committee
 2)  Meetings  - a(1), a(2)
     2a(1) Shall meet twice a year at the time and place designated by the MFGC 
          President.   Adopted 7-28-2024 
      2a(2)  Preceding the Board of Directors Meeting.  Adopted 7-28-2024
ARTICLE X – Board of Directors
  3) Meetings – 3a). 3b) 
     3a The official CALL to the Annual and Board of Directors Meetings shall be published in   
               the Montana Gardens issue immediately preceding the meeting date.  
                Adopted 7-28-2024.
     3b Shall meet at least twice a year at the time and place designated by the Executive 
               Committee at the Board of Directors Meeting.  Adopted 7-28-2024
ARTICLE XI – Districts and District Directors 
   1) Districts:
     1d) A District Director shall be elected in each district prior to the Annual Meeting in the odd-  
            numbered year.  The District Director-Elect will be installed at the Annual Meeting.    
                (Referred to Committee for correct verbiage)
 ARTICLE XIV – Committees and Chairman
     2a(5) The Finance Committee shall meet at least two times a year prior to the Annual    
                Meeting and prior to a Board Meeting.    (Referred to Committee for correct verbiage)
               
Recess: 10:25 am
District Directors Reports					On File
Presidents Reports						On File
Chairman Reports						On File
	Kathy Austin-Blue Star Memorial			On File
	Susan Billmayer-Flower Show School			On File
	Joyce Hendricks-Landscape Design School		On File
	Fundraising & Life Members Patricia Schlaeger	On File
	Social Media – Jodie Haidle				On File
	Website Report – Elaine Wood			On File
	Pollinator Gardens – Kathy Waters
	Smokey Bear – Jennifer Strzelczyk
Meeting Adjourned 
Saturday, June 29, 2024
Call to Order: President, Diane Ward, called the 87th Convention of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 9:11 am on June 29, 2024.   
Preliminary Credentials – Dina Meneely, Registrar
    Elected Officers & Appointed Officers 6
    District Directors 6
    Past State Presidents 8
    State Chairman 11
    Club Presidents (or proxy) 15    
    Delegates 16
    Members Present 62
    Voting Strength 62
Diane Ward, President noted we have a quorum.
ARTICLE XI – Districts and District Directors 
   1) Districts:
     1d) A District Director shall be elected in each district prior to the Annual Meeting in the odd-  
            numbered year.  The District Director-Elect will be installed at the Annual Meeting.    
            Adopted 7-29-2024
 ARTICLE XIV – Committees and Chairman
     2a(5) The Finance Committee shall meet at least two times a year prior to the Annual    
                Meeting and prior to a Board Meeting.  Adopted 7-29-2024
Election of Nominating Committee, Past President, Jim Sadler, Chairman: Dist 2-Western-Cheryl Carroll, Dist 3-Southwestern-Barb Andreozzi, Dist 4-Lewis & Clark-Phyllis White, Dist 5-Central-Sue O’Leary, Northern Dist 6-Susan Yurman,  Dist 10-Yellowstone-Mary Davis, Dist 12-Eastern Gateway-Cindi Byron. Moton made and approved to accept nominating committee.
Proposed 2024-2025 MFGC Budget, Glenna Waltee motion made and approved to accept proposed budget.
2024 Convention Invitation – Helena, MT June 20-21, 2025
Announcements
    Presentation of President Pin to MFGC Diane Ward from NGC President, Brenda Moore
    Resignation of Susan Andrews from Wild Life Native Plant and Flower Show Award     
      Chairman President Diane Ward, appointed Vicki Barbieri for year 2024-2025.
    Resignation of Fred Frey from Therapy Garden Chairman, President Diane Ward appointed            
      Norm DeNeal for year 2024-2025   
    Meeting Recessed at 10:30 am
Scholarship & Grants Lunch – 12:00 pm
	President Diane Ward & NGC/Murphy Scholarship Chairman, Carol Brady Presiding
             NGC Scholarship Award Winner – Ev Healey Ray
	Murphy Scholarship Award Winner – Kathrine Bold
	Life Members Scholarship Winner – True Ann Gannon
             MFGC Endowment Grant Winner – Chester Garden Club
Resolutions of 2024 Convention – Joyce Hendricks, Resolution Chairman
Courtesy Resolution
Whereas: 	The members of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc., attending the 87th annual convention at the Great Northern Hotel and the Tin Cup and Marion Hills Golf Course, June 27-29, 2024, have benefited from information which will create more constructive programs, and
Whereas:  The president, Diane Ward, The Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc officers, chairmen and members have served this organization with distinction, now, therefore be it 
Resolved: that sincere thanks be given to Kathy Waters, chairman of the 87th convention and Hi Line District Director; all those who participated in designing table decorations; all those who made educational displays;  those who designed the floral arrangements for the dignitaries ; those who served as pages and hostesses and all the members of the Malta Dirt Daubers Garden Club who have planned and participated in many courtesies extended and assured the success of this convention  and 
Resolved: that our gratitude be expressed to Brenda Moore, National Garden Club President, for her warm greetings and timely message
Resolved: That the Montana State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. president, Diane Ward, through her gracious presiding; the members, delegates, chairmen, and officers through their dedicated concern in the deliberations of this convention, be commended for their spirit of cooperation and  
Resolved:  That the speakers and presenters be extended our appreciation for their contributions
Resolved: that appreciation be extended to the management and staff of the  Great Northern Hotel and the Tin Cup and Marion Hills Golf Course for accommodating us so well in our physical needs and in the services rendered, and
Resolved:  That this resolution be incorporated in the minutes and that copies be sent to those named in this resolution and the management of the Great Northern Hotel and the Tin Cup and Marion Hills Golf Course.
Meeting Adjourned.	
Ann Wickum, MFGC Recording Secretary
Approved by 
Kerry Hovland		________________________________ 	Date_______________
Charlene Moug	________________________________	Date_______________
Pat Ludwig		________________________________	Date_______________
