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FREE Admission Information
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Show Committee
(All telephone numbers are Area Code is 406, unless noted otherwise)
Chair                                 Sue O’Leary (868-2973)  
Schedule                          Sue O’Leary (868-2973), Patty Howse (750-7702),
                                            and Jeannie Bennett (781-7615)
Staging                              Chris Benson (868-6797 and Shirley Davis (564-8910)
Horticulture Division
                    Entries Chair         Darlene Skari (899-2176) 
Classification         Gail Zarr (788-6451)
Placement               Elaine Wood (866-3197)
Consultant               Patty Howse (750-7702)
Design Division
Entries Chair          Darlene Skari  (899-2176)
Classification         Darlene Skari  (899-2176)
Placement               Kathy Austin  (761-0206)
Consultant               Patty Howse  (750-7702)

Judges Chair                     Sue O’Leary (868-2973)
Clerks                                 Shirley Davis (564-8910), Elaine Wood (866-3197)         

Awards Chair                    Bev Edwards (452-0138)

Photographer                    Amy Pfeiffenberger (781-0599)

Publicity                               Patricia Schlaeger (727-7633)




GENERAL RULES
1. This Flower Show conforms to the standards established by National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC). The Handbook for Flower Shows (HB), 2017 Edition, with revisions printed in The National Gardener Magazine (TNG) is the authority for all issues not covered by the schedule, which is the law of the show.
2. All entries are open to the public and everyone is cordially invited to participate.
3. Horticulture entry cards will be available in advance if needed.  Call Patty Howse at 406-750-7702.   

4. The Design Entries Chair will help with entry cards for all design classes on the day of the show.  Class names will be available as clear labels for ease of entry.
5. Each Exhibitor is limited to one entry per class except in the Horticulture Division.    
6. All exhibits will be accepted from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM on Tuesday 7 November.
7. Judging will begin at 2:30 PM on the Tuesday, Nov 7. Only the General Chair, the Classification Chairs, Judges, and the clerks will be allowed on the show floor during the time of judging. Judging will be by the NGC Standard System of Awarding, HB p. 5, and any additions found in The National Gardener.

8. The Classification Chairs for each Division checks exhibits for conformity to the schedule prior to judging. Final determination for conformance is the Judges’ responsibility.
9. The General Chair and the Classification Chairs must be available during all judging for consultations. They, along with the Judges and Clerks, are the only personnel allowed on the floor during judging.
10. The decisions of the judges are final. Awards may be withheld if not merited.
11. There must be an emphasis on fresh plant material. No artificial plant material will be allowed in any division.

12. The District 5 garden clubs will strive to assure the safety of all items after arrival and placement, but is not responsible for any loss or damage to exhibits.
13. Montana noxious plants, and those on the state’s conservation list may not be entered.  For state lists go to montana.edu/extension     
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AWARDS
Recognition Awards (HB p 45-46)

Two Best-in-Show Awards will be offered, one in the Horticulture Division and one in the Design Division. The winning exhibits must be the highest scoring blue ribbon winners scoring 90 or above, and the winning horticulture exhibit must be correctly named according to schedule specifications. The Best-in-Show is a rosette of three blue ribbons. 
Award of Appreciation for non-judged exhibits, unlimited number may be given.  s.   If merited these will be awarded to exhibits from participating garden clubs and commercial exhibits. Rosette of Orchid ribbons 
The NGC Standard System of Awarding is used in all divisions.
Only one first place (blue) ribbon per class or sub-class. Must score 90 or above. Only one second place (red) ribbon per class or sub-class. Must score 85 or above. Only one third place (yellow) ribbon per class or sub-class. Must score 80 or above. One or more honorable mention (white) ribbons as merited. Must score 75 or above.    All non-blue ribbon exhibits scoring 90+ points must be signed and dated by an NGC Accredited Judge on the judging panel.

Two Sweepstakes Awards will be presented to highest scoring exhibit (Ribbon count point total) In Horticulture and in Design Divisions.  The ribbon is a Rosette of blue ribbons.

Top Exhibitor Awards
Horticulture:  Award of Horticultural Excellence, Grower’s Choice Award,  Award of Merit
Design:  Award of Holiday Excellence, Award of Distinction, Designer’s Choice Award, Petite Award, Tricolor Award.  
Education Award: 
Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award:
Youth Top Exhibitor Horticulture, Design



 
“Holiday Fun” Division I Horticulture
 HORTICULTURE RULES

a. The NGC Policies are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 6, Exhibiting in the Horticulture Division.
b. The rules for a single species cut or container grown specimen are listed in the Handbook for Flower Shows or its supplement Horticulture Exhibiting and Judging.
c. If a plant is considered a flowering plant, it should be exhibited as a flowering specimen. Foliage plants may flower but should be exhibited as foliage plant if they are grown for their leaves.
d. Specimens with a class designation in the schedule may not be entered in the “Any Other Worthy Class’’.
e. All plant material must be fresh and have been grown by the exhibitor.  Exhibits must have been in the possession of the exhibitor for no fewer than 90 days. Refer to the chart on HB p. 55 for specifics.
Plant material must be in its natural state and may not be altered by the application (treatment) of oil, commercial “shine” products, etc. that artificially change the natural color and texture.
f. All specimens should be correctly labeled with their binomial names or the currently accepted scientific identification for their educational value. Common name may also be added. (HB pp. 53-54) Specimens with a class designation in the schedule may not be listed in the “any other worthy” class.
g. An exhibitor may make more than one entry per class if each entry is a distinct species, variety, cultivar, type, or color.
h. Double potting is permitted, but the inner pot must not be visible.

i. The Classification Chair and/or General Chair have the authority to subdivide classes by color, form, size, variety, cultivar, or other distinguishing characteristics. HB pp. 3-4.

j. The Scale of Points for judging horticulture is listed on HB p. 129

“Holiday Fun”

Division I, Horticulture       “All that is Green Grows”
All Blue-Ribbon Horticulture exhibits eligible for Award for Horticultural Excellence

[bookmark: _Hlk147204826]Section A: Houseplants       “Decorate at Home”
Container-Grown Plants.  Maximum size of container: 12” in diameter. Eligible for Grower’s Choice Award

Class 1. African Violet (Streptocarpus)
Class 2. Cactus
Class 3.  Any other Succulent
Class 4. Orchid
Class 5. Any other Flowering container-grown plant
Class 6. Any other Foliage container-grown plant
Class 7: Any other house plant or indoor vine. 


Section B  Vegetables      “Harvest Bounty”
All entries to be placed on a white paper plate provided by committee.  Eligible for Award of Merit 
Class 8. Carrots (caucus carota), 3 required, tops trimmed to 1 inch.
Class 9. Vegetable collection- 3 or more different vegetables required.
Class 10. Potatoes (solanum tuberosum) 3
Class 11. Squash(cucurbita)
a. Winter
b. Spaghetti
Class 12. Summer squash
Class 13. Orange pumpkin (cucurbita)
A. Large
B. miniature
Class 14. Pumpkin, any other color than orange (cucurbita)
a. Large
b. miniature
Class 15. Gourd’s collection of 3 (cucurbita)

	


Section C Fruits and Herbs     	“Sweet and Savory” 
All entries will be placed on white paper plates provided by the committee. All entries must be named on entry card.   Classes 16 -18 Eligible for Award of Merit (fruit), Class 19 -22 eligible for Growers Choice Award. 

Class 16. Apples-(Pyrus malus) 3
Class 17. Any small fruit, 1 cup.
Class 18. Any other fruit not listed.
		
Class 19. Herbs (3 stems in a vase)
Class: 20. Cut Herbs (5 stems in a vase)
Class 21 Potted herbs- 1 specimen per pot.  Container not to exceed 12 inches in diameter.
Class 22.   Container Grown Herb Collection, 3 or more different herbs grown in container.   Container not to exceed 18 inches.   






	
 

	
DIVISION II DESIGN    “Holiday Fun”
DESIGN RULES
1. The NG Exhibit Policies are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 7 Exhibiting in the Design Division, NGC Policies and Guidelines.
2. A design entered in competition must be the current work of only one exhibitor and that exhibitor’s name must appear on the entry card.
3. An exhibitor may enter as many classes in the Design Division as desired, but only one exhibit per class.
4. Fresh plant material may not be treated in any manner. Plant material that has been treated to alter its exterior appearance may be used only in its dried state.

5. The designer has the freedom to choose Traditional or Creative style with any design type listed unless restricted by the schedule.
6. The exhibitor is required to conform to the stated description and limitations of the Design Type if named in the class.
7. Rules for Design Types, Advanced Design types are printed in the Handbook for Flower Shows, Chapter 14.

8. Plant material used in designs need not have been grown by the exhibitor unless the schedule requires it.
9. All plant material used in the design must be listed on a 3” x 5” index card provided by exhibitor or committee.
10. No artificial flowers, foliage, fruits, or vegetables are permitted in the Design Division.

11. Landscapes or scenes are not permitted in the Design Division.

12. Plant material and non-plant material permitted and not permitted in the Design Division are listed in HB pp. 80-81.
13. Designer is on his/her honor that the design being entered has not been previously entered or judged in an NGC flower show.

14. The Design Scale of Points is listed on HB p. 130




DIVISION II – DESIGN    “Holiday Fun”
Eligible for Holiday Award of Design Excellence

Section A  Dried Plant Material       “ Winter Escape”
Eligible for Award of Distinction.   All classes were staged on a table, 6’x30”x30” covered in a white tablecloth.     Wall is wood panel to 4ft with white above. .   Frame of reference is 30” Width x 30” Depth x 40” H. Staging panel and underlay permitted.
Class 23   “Ghost in the Night”	
A Creative design 

Class 24  “Fall Hunting”	
An American Traditional Mass Design 

Class 25  “Sleepy Hollow”
Designers’ choice including wood.

Class 26  “Indian Summer”
A Creative Design.

Class 27  “Novice Indian Summer”
                   A creative design

Section B- Fresh Flowers and Foliage      “Bring out the Fall Colors”
 Eligible for Tricolor Award. All classes staged on a table, 6’x30”x30” covered in a white tablecloth.     Wall is wood panel to 4ft high with white above.  Frame of reference is 30” Width x 30” Depth x 40” H. Staging panel and underlay permitted.
      
Class 28  “The Great Pumpkin”
A creative design with moderate abstraction incorporating a background panel. 

Class 29   “Christmas is Coming”
Designer’s choice, using a favorite Christmas decoration. 

Class 30    “ Giving Thanks”
[bookmark: _Hlk147324684][bookmark: _Hlk147324734]		Traditional Design (Handbook pg. 70)

Class 31     “Novice - Giving Thanks”
		Traditional Design (Handbook pg. 70)

Class 32    “ Celebrate Veterans” 
		 Designer’s choice .   Flag may be used with standard protocol. 


Section C- Petites      “All Size Holidays are Wonderful”
	Eligible for the Petite Award. All designs elements must not exceed size in any direction.

Class 33    “Gobble Gobble”  5 “design
	Creative design with Abstraction. (Handbook pg. 72-73) 
		
Class 34    “Christmas Tea”    5“design 
Designer’s choice

Class 35    “ Boo!”    10 “ design
		Designer’s choice featuring white plant material.
		
Class 36.   “ Remembering the Armed Services”    10” design
		Designer’s choice.


Division III    Education   Holiday Fun

Section A- Educational Exhibits    Winter Safety

Eligible for the Education Award if at least two exhibits are entered. 
 
1. An Educational Exhibits may be the work of more than one individual or organization unless a Student Judge, or an Accredited Judge is seeking exhibiting credit for preparing an educational exhibit. (pg. 29 in The Handbook for Flower Shows)
2. 2. An exhibit must occupy a minimum of eighteen sq ft surface area. 
3. Some plant material is required.
4. Each exhibit will be staged on a 6ft table that is 30’ deep.

Class 37. Cold Weather Safety for Holiday Fun. A display of information about Montana Outdoor winter weather survival. 
Exhibit 1,  Exhibit 2, Exhibit 3

Invitational Exhibits

Class 38  Eligible for Award of Appreciation.   Garden Clubs - an informative display about each garden club in District 5.   Non-competitive class.




Division IV, Youth     Holiday Joy

Section D, Youth        Enjoy the Season
		The following age groups will be judged separately as Class number with appropriate letter for age.  Age must be provided on Entry card.
A.  Junior,  preschool through age 10
B.  Advanced,  ages 11 through 18
		
Section A.   Fruits and Herbs     		“Sweet and Savory” 
All entries will be placed on white paper plates provided by committee. All entries must be named on entry card.   Classes 16 -18 Eligible for Award of Merit (Fruit).   Class 19 -22 eligible for Growers Choice Award (Herbs)

Class 39. Apples-(Pyrus malus) 3
Class 40. Any small fruit, 1 cup
Class 41. Any other fruit not listed, 3
		
Class 42. Herbs (3 stems in a vase)
Class 43. Cut Herbs (5 stems in a vase)
Class 44. Potted herbs- 1 specimen per pot.  Container not to exceed 12 inches in diameter.
Class 45.  Container Grown Herb Collection, 3 or more different herbs grown in container.   Container not to exceed 18 inches.   

Section B – Youth     “Enjoy the Season”
Designs in this section are eligible for the Award of Design Excellence according to the rules in the Handbook for Flower Shows page 42 and the Award of Distinction according to the Handbook for Flower Show page 42.  Dried materials must be included. 
The following age groups will be judged separately as Class number with appropriate letter for age.  Age must be provided on Entry card.
A.  Junior,  preschool through age 10
B.  Advanced,  ages 11 through 18

Class 46. “What’s your Halloween costume?”
A colorful design
Class 47. “A cornucopia of Thanksgiving”
Using dried and fresh plant material to show thanks.
Class 48. “Christmas is coming!”
Division V   Botanical Arts   “Hand Made Decorations”

 Section A “Artistic Crafts: Holiday Fantasy
	This division allows for additional types of Horticulture, Design and other art-like exhibits providing opportunities for exhibiting and creativity (see Handbook pg. 91-96). No artificial plant material allowed in any exhibit. All exhibits must contain some plant material. A card listing plant material must be included with all artistic craft entries. This is eligible for Botanical Arts Artistic Crafts Award.

Class 49  “Holiday decorations” ornament (for Halloween, Thanksgiving or Christmas). Can be hung  from a stand or placed on table. No longer than 6 inches and diameter no more than 4 inches.

Class 50 “Remembrance” a bookmark to remember the Veterans then and now who have served our country. 2” wide and 8” long, using dried plant material.

Class 51 “Wrapping it all up!” a decorated package for the season (Halloween, Veterans Day, Thanksgiving or Christmas). 

Class 52.  Headgear for the Holiday Celebration.    Headgear must remain wearable but be decorated with plant material.   Examples are a hat, headband, hair ribbon, barrette, ponytail holder.
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