MONTANA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS
EIGHTY-SIXTH CONVENTION MEETING MINUTES
BILLINGS CONVENTION - BILLINGS, MONTANA – JUNE 20-23, 2023
Call to Order: President, Jim Sadler, called the 86th Convention of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 9:11 am on June 21, 2023.       
Mayor of Billings, Bill Cole, Welcome
Bob Wicks, Thumb R Green, President Welcome
Jim Sadler, MFGC President, Introduction of Head table
Cheryl Carroll, Inspirational Poem “Sacred Ground” and prayer
Jeannie Bennett, 2nd Vice President, Pledge of Allegiance
Pam Diamond, Conservation Pledge
Garden Club Member of the Year, Patty Schlager
Recognition of Former Presidents-In attendance: Sherry Corneilusen, Mary Davidson, Norm DeNeal, Joyce Hendricks, Linda Sadler, Phyllis White
Recognition of the 2023 Convention Committee
Preliminary Credentials - Merita Murdock, Registrar
    Elected Officers 4
    Appointed Officers 6
    District Directors 5
    Past State Presidents 6
    State Chairman 9
    Club Presidents (or proxy) 12
    Delegates 11
    Members Present 53
    Less Duplicates 12
    Voting Strength 42
Declaration of Quorum:  Jim Sadler accepted the report and declared a quorum
Reading & Adoption of Convention Rules:  Phyllis White read and adopted 
Appointment of Committee to Approve the 2023 Convention Minutes: Roberta Fuller, Connie Snyder, Bob Wicks 
Appointment of Timekeepers and Tellers:  Vanette Nagamori, Kathy Austin
Appointment of Convention Positions:  President’s Page – Pam Diamond, RMR Directors Page – Appointed tomorrow, Photographer, Lilla Flesjer, Temporary Recording Secretary
Adoption of Agenda:  Jim Sadler adopted Agenda with changes
Garden Club Memorial Service: Cheryl Carroll
2022 Committee Approval of Minutes Mary Baughn:  2022 85th Convention Minutes were approved by committee, Linda Hoines Mary Baughn and Paula Childers
Reports of Officers
Treasurer, Glenna Waltee     




On File
Parliamentarian, Phyllis White



On File
2nd Vice President, Jeannie Bennett



On File
Diane Ward, President Elect




On File
Jim Sadler, President





On File
Finance Committee Report:                                                        Report Filed
Nominating Committee Report: Sherry Corneliusen, Diane Ward-President-Whitehall; Jeannie Bennett-1st Vice President-Missoula; 2nd Vice President-Cindy Carlton-Gallatin Empire; Glenna Waltee-Treasurer-Whitehall; Recording; Secretary-Ann Wickum-Chester Garden Committee. Election of the 2023-25 MFGC Executive Committee: 
Kathy Austin made a motion to accept nominating committee report elect slate of nominees by acclamation.   Motion passed.
Recess: 10:20 am
                                              Thursday, June 22, 2023
Call to Order: President, Jim Sadler, called the 86th Convention of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 9:11 am on June 22, 2023.   
Preliminary Credentials - Merita Murdock, Registrar
    Elected Officers 4
    Appointed Officers 6
    District Directors 5
    Past State Presidents 6
    State Chairman 9
    Club Presidents (or proxy) 12
    Delegates 11
    Members Present 53
    Less Duplicates 12
    Voting Strength 42
Jim Sadler, President noted we have a quorum.
Audit Committee Report: appointed committee members, Lynn Weischedel, Beverly Geary, Pat Kaiser. They reviewed the report and everything was found to be in order. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Proposed Budget:  Treasurer, Glenna Waltee, submitted the proposed budget June 1, 2023-May 31, 2024. Glenna moved we accept the budget, Sherry Corneilusen 2nd the motion. No discussion.  Motion passed.   
Long Range Planning Committee:  Phyllis White, proposal to change Bylaw Article VIII, #4g “Shall submit the Annual Financial Statement to the MFGC Webmaster within 30 days of the Annual Meeting.”  The Statement will be posted in the private member’s section of the website. Motion passed.
Executive Committee Report:  Ann Wickum read Recommendation from Executive committee to amend State President Policy #2.  President and each vice president shall be reimbursed for travel and lodging for in-state meetings (MFGC convention, District Meetings and Board of Directors Meetings) up to $1,000.00 annually to be paid out of general fund.  Receipts must be presented.  Moved and 2nd.  Motion Passed.

Endowment Committee: Diane Ward; Endowment Program of the MFGC provides grants for local federation garden clubs in the State of Montana. Townsend Garden Club Study Group received grant in 2023.
Report of Committee Chairs:
Kathy Austin - Blue Star Memorial 





On File
Patty Schlaeger – “Montana Gardens”




On File
Susan Billmayer – “Flower Show School”




On File
Jeannie Bennet – (for Carol Works) “Membership & Life Membership”
On File 
Joyce Hendricks – “Landscape Design School”



On File
Announcements 
   2024 Convention – Malta extended Invitation
   Board of Directors Meeting – Friday, June 23, 2023 8:00 am Diane Ward
Meeting Recessed at 10:30 am
Awards Luncheon – 11:30 am

Introduction, Rocky Mountain Region Director – Robbie Kupper
             NGC Scholarship Award winner – Katheryn Bold, Carroll College Student

Murphy Scholarship Award Winner – Sarah Kinsey, MSU College Student

Life Member Scholarship  Winner – Jacob Stteinle
             Awards Presentation
Installation Dinner – 6:00 pm

Presidents Promenade and Introductions

Installation Ceremony for Executive Board

Courtesy Resolution – Mary Davis

Benediction – Cheryl Carroll

Sine Die – Jim Sadler, 7:45 pm
