
  The Official Publication of The Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Fall 2016  |  Volume 62  |  Issue 2

——— In This Issue ———

President’s Message • 2015-17 Officers, Advisory Board, District Directors • Garden Club Member of the Year
2016 District Meetings • RMR Director’s Message • Leadership and Parliamentary Forums • Standard Flower Show
This ‘n That • 2016 Convention • 2016 Scholarship Winners • Blue Star / Gold Star Markers • Anurarama Fall Board 

In Memorium Jean Thomas • Youth Contests • RMR Awards • Nominating Committee 2017-2019 • Penny Pine Program
Under Montana’s Big Sky • Endowments, Donations, Memorials • Dillon Membership Contest Sign Winner

Wrapping It Up • Circle of Green Thumb Winners • Dates to Remember

MONTANAGardens

MFGC Garden Club Member of the Year Sue Leferink (l) poses with 
MFGC President Linda Sadler at the 79th annual Convention in 

Missoula. The Honor Design (above left) was made for 
President Linda Sadler by Jim Sadler.
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MFGC 2015-17 OFFiCers & DistriCt DireCtOrs
President: 
   Linda Sadler
   lindahillsadler@gmail.com

Ist Vice President:
   Joyce Hendricks
   rnjhend@charter.net

2nd Vice President:
   Sherry Corneliusen
   sher@midrivers.com

Treasurer: 
   Jane Ereaux
   janee@mtintouch.net

Recording Secretary: 
   Diane Ward
   mydoubleheartranch@gmail.com

Parliamentarian:  
   Phyllis White
   gardens@bresnan.net

Corresponding Secretary:
   Pat Biggs
   notrees1004@charter.net

MFGC District Directors:
Western District #2
   Cheryl CarrollSouthwestern 
District #3
   Diane Ward
Lewis & Clark District #4
   Betsy Heckel
Central District #5
   Carol Brady
Northern District #6
   Donna Arvidson
Hi-Line District #7
   Gloria Tilleman
Yellowstone District #10
   Rosemary Power
East Gateway District #12
   Sherry Corneliusen

ADVISORY COUNCIL
   Phyllis White, Chairman
   Norman DeNeal, Darlene Skari, 
   Ruth Layton, Mary McLane, 
   Mary Olsen, Jean Thomas, 
   and Marie Jones

The blooms of summer have 
been beautiful. I have enjoyed  my 
mornings sitting with Jim by the 
pond and watching our white pi-
geons take their daily bath. The 
bathing process is quite a ritual and 
ends with the birds on the roof of 
the dove cote fluffing their feathers 
in the sun. It is amazing how the dif-
ferent breeds of birds in our yard all 
share the garden gleanings.   

Watching the birds reminds me of 
the great friendships made in our 
garden clubs and how each per-
son has a talent to contribute to the 
Montana Federation. Convention is 
a time of renewing friendships with 
our fellow gardeners. We “leaped 
into action” this year by learning 
new skills to help our clubs become 
more open with ideas to develop 
and nurture leaders. Our guest 
speaker Robin Pokorski inspired us 
in many ways with great ideas to 
develop club leadership.  

Lots of activity is happening 
among our clubs. Great Falls and 
Billings are having flower shows. 
Belgrade is having a flower show 
and school. County fairs are hap-
pening using MFGC flower judges 
for judging. “Leap into action” and 
be adventurous. Participate by en-
tering in one of these activities. Try 
something new.

Fall is fast approaching. Come 
to the Anurarama in Stevensville  
and learn about frogs and toads on 

October 14 and 15. Flower Show 
School Course III will be held Au-
gust 19–21 in Belgrade. The Rocky 
Mountain Region meeting is Sep-
tember 10 in Riverton, Wyoming 
and NGC Fall Board is Sept. 19-25 
in Portland, Maine. The state re-
ceived a thank you note from Rob-
in and Greg Pokorski. They had a 
great time and enjoyed meeting 
everyone. Robin, who didn’t think 
there was such a critter, finally saw 
a moose in Yellowstone.

As the days become shorter, stop 
and enjoy the beauty of flowers and 
the savory taste of vegetables and 
fruit. Live each day in enjoyment 
and wonder of all things given to 
us.

LiNDA sADLer
MFGC PresiDeNt
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Sue Leferink Named 
MFGC Member of the Year

Our Garden Club Member of the Year, Sue Leferink has been a Helena 
Garden Club member since 1998. Her love for gardening is infectious; 
one cannot help but get excited when she shares stories about the nu-
merous garden projects she has going on. She has served as President 
of the Club twice as well as the Lewis & Clark District #4 Director. Sue is 
the MFGC Bee Gap, Native Plant/Wildflower, and Xeriscape Gardening & 
Water Conservation Chairman. 

During a time when the Helena Garden Club was experiencing a lull in 
membership and participation, she single handedly kept the Club alive 
and participating in yearly projects that would have otherwise gone to the 

wayside.  Without her, the Club and its projects would have certainly been dissolved.

While her main interest in horticulture focuses on gardening, she has an interest and appreciation for all 
aspects of horticulture. She has made her own bug houses as door prizes for District meetings and is learn-
ing the science of bats, making her very own bat house. She promotes all aspects of gardening from com-
posting for organic gardening to living rooftops. Her inquisitive nature and unending intelligence is unique 
and a gift to all of us that are lucky enough to befriend her. Her own garden is a collection of plants from all 
over Montana and outlying states. She has numerous miniature gardens including but not limited to a butter-
fly, shade, native, and a rose garden. Her test garden includes plants she collects from numerous nurseries 
to test and reliably reports back on their development. Her attention to detail, can-do attitude, knowledge 
and love for gardening shows in every action she takes. Those who have met and worked with her have 
first-hand knowledge of this; she is a friend to all and strives to make one feel welcome and comfortable in 
any environment.  

Her efforts don’t stop with the Garden Club. She is also very active in the Helena community. If help is 
needed, she can be counted on to be there. We are lucky to have her in MFGC! Congratulations Sue!

Good News!
More Leadership

Training  

We will continue to “Leap into Ac-
tion” with our leadership classes. Pat 
Biggs will offer the present and future 
officers and District Directors sup-
portive ideas to be the best leaders 
they can be at Fall Board in October. 
There will be another class offered at 
the 2017 State Convention. More news 
will be forth-coming as topics are se-
lected.

PAT BIGGS, LEADERSHIP

MFGC wiNs AwArD At 
NAtiONAL GArDeN CLub 

CONveNtiON

Pictured right MFGC 
President Linda Sadler 
(left) is shown receiv-
ing an award from NGC 
President, Sandra Rob-
inson (right). The award 
was for a flower show 
held in a public place. 
The garden club putting 
on the flower show was 
Thumb R Green from 
Billings, Montana.
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District Meetings ————————————————————————

                  Malta Dirt Daubers             Chinook                Havre

DistriCt NO. 4 Lewis & CLArK

DistriCt NO. 7 Hi-LiNe

DistriCt NO. 12 eAsterN GAtewAY                                                                                 DistriCt NO. 7 Hi-LiNe

DistriCt NO. 2 westerN

    Stevensville      Missoula

    Bozeman & Belgrade    Townsend       Helena

    Miles City            Glendive                                                         Gumbo Gals
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District Meetings were held on April 13 in Glendive; April 14 in Havre; April 15 in Shelby; April 16 in Hel-
ena; April 20 in Missoula; April 21 in Great Falls; April 22 in Billings; and April 21 in Whitehall. The District 
Directors and their clubs all did an outstanding job in presenting interesting programs!

DistriCt NO. 5 - CeNtrAL        Dearborn Garden Club (below l.)          Rainbow Garden Club (below r.)

DistriCt 10 - YeLLOwstONe   Big Timber (below left) Thumb R Green (below right)
       Great Falls Flower Growers    Sow and Grow

DistriCt 3 - sOutHwesterN            Anaconda (left)               Dillon (middle)         Butte (right)

Whitehall (right)
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First of all thank you for the hospitality on  this my official visit to the Montana Federation convention. Re-
gion Directors are expected to visit the states in their region. There are 8 states in Rocky Mountain Region, 
so we can have a director from Montana every 14 years. Marie Jones was the previous director, and Phyllis 
White who was also eligible has two jobs as editor of Keeping in Touch from National and as webmaster for 
the state group and for RMR. Montana has had two National presidents, Evelyn Mooney from Butte (1957-
59) and Junne Johnsrud (1983-85) from Fort Benton.

Rocky Mountain Region is big in area, but is the smallest region in numbers with just under 3000 mem-
bers. In all the states in our region, we sometimes have poor water and difficult growing conditions. In addi-
tion we are not an area with a culture of gardening. However, our garden clubs in the middle of the country 
do have a influence on the beauty of our areas. When my family moved to a farm in 1969, I found out the Chester Garden Club 
was meeting so I went to a design program. I found a group of women who were determined to make our little town, our homes 
and farmyards more beautiful. Through involvement in National, I have met the same kind of folks from all over the country.  

The Region Director is a member of the Executive Committee of NGC, as well as being on the Scholarship Committee. At the 
winter meeting of the Executive Committee, the 8 Region Directors were told that National would no longer be able to do the 
financial reporting for the regions. In addition, the regions would have no money, no meetings, and there would be no funds from 
the region for visiting the states.

Some members think the regions are unnecessary, while many feel that is where they forge friendships outside their state, and 
attend the meetings while it is too expensive and difficult to go to national conventions. At the convention in Grand Rapids all the 
regions reported that their region is working to get a 501(c)(3) which is the IRS designation for a charitable group. Lynette Jeffres, 
the Wyoming president, is an accountant and has worked for a charity and is able to accomplish this for RMR. There has been 
an informal agreement from our eight states, but it will be ratified in Riverton. This will allow the region to have our money, and 
continue much as we have.

The Montana Federation is a large group of people working together to make their communities better. One of our strengths is 
the spring district meetings where the officers meet with members from all over. We have a positive attitude about our state and 
local clubs. That attitude not only guides us but attracts support and members. I am proud to be a part of the Montana Federation 
and to spend two years guiding and representing Rocky Mountain Region. Thank you for your years of support as I traveled the 
road to leadership  in the state, and for giving me  the opportunity to be RMR Director.

Robin Pokorski, NGC Corresponding Secretary, led a challenging leadership forum at the 
MFGC convention. Robin’s program was creative with group participation including team build-
ing challenges using marshmallows and spaghetti. She gave everyone a “Leadership Survival 
Kit” which included a: TOOTHPICK—to remind you to pick good qualities in everyone, including 
yourself; RUBBER BAND—to remind you to be flexible; BAND-AID—to remind you to heal hurt 
feelings; ERASER—to remind you everyone makes mistakes; CANDY KISS—to remind you 
that everyone needs a hug every day; MINT - to remind you that you are worth a mint; BUBLE 
GUM—to remind you to stick with it and you can do anything; POST-ITS—to remind you to list 
your blessings; and TEA BAG—to remind you to take time to relax and count blessings.

Robin also had the audience list both characteristics and skills that make a great leader. 
Another drill connected people with yarn to demonstrate how everything we do as a club is 
connected to our president. Robin reminded us that our Club’s Bylaws are the stable rules. She 
added that we should choose our nominating committees with consideration since the nominat-
ing committee sets the tone of our organization for years. She concluded that its easy to see why 
“remarkable leaders are also master gardeners!”

Greg Pokorski, NGC Schools ES,GS and LD Schools Coordinator conducted an excellent 
program on parliamentary procedure. He said the origin of parliamentary procedure came in 1876 when Henry Martyn Robert put 
together a small book of rules specifically designed for non-legislative organizations. His presentation included the purpose of 
parliamentary procedure; the basics of parliamentary procedure and how to run a meeting effectively. He gave tips on the correct 
verbiage for making a motion and how to properly use a gavel. He also gave an overview on non-profit organization IRS regula-
tions and general document retention policies.

Both Robin and Greg were having a wonderful time in Montana and everyone at the convention certainly expressed having 
them return to our Big Sky Country! 

RMR Director Addresses MFGC Convention
Darlene Skari, Rocky Mountain Region Director

GreG AND rObiN POKOrsKi LeAD FOruMs ON 
PArLiAMeNtArY PrOCeDure AND LeADersHiP

Greg & Robin Pokorski 
enjoy gifts presented 
by MFGC at the state 

convention in Missoula.



Thumbs Up for Gardening Page 7

“Montana Homesteaders” 
Standard Flower Show a Success!

A Standard Flower Show “Montana Homestead-
ers” was presented by Central District #5, which 
includes Dearborn, Rainbow and Great Falls 
Flower Growers clubs. The show was held July 
15-17 in Great Falls at the Montana School for 
the Deaf and Blind. Friday morning workshops 
were held for Children and Novices, then entries 
were accepted from 1:00-7:00 pm. There were 
many horticulture and design entries. The judging 
was on Friday morning by five Accredited Judges 
and one Student Judge. Public viewing was from 
1:00-7:00 pm on Saturday and on Sunday through 
2:00 pm. Both the Horticulture and Design Award 
was won by Luana Maxwell so she received the 
Sweepstakes Award. Pat Biggs won the Peoples 
Choice Award for “Horns a Plenty” in honor of Lo-
retta Doran Day.  

All three District 5 clubs had educational dis-
plays of their clubs’ history. Many of the members 
have Montana homestead back grounds. The very 
successful Flower Show was featured on the local 
KRTV news.

Above left: Children’s Workshop. 
Above right: Luana Maxwell shows off her awards.

This & That —————————————
As I have been traveling around the state 

meeting with  garden club members, I am 
amazed at how much you all do to con-
tribute to our communities. Every planting, 
whether it be in a public place or a private 
area, adds so much to the lives of those 
around us. Kudos to all of you. I hope that 
you get enjoyment out of all of your efforts. 
I know it is often hard work and takes dedi-
cation without others recognizing what all 
is involved.

Now we are heading towards fall and I am excited to see the 
vegetables in my garden starting to ripen. How delicious those 
fresh tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, etc. taste! I have a won-
derful zucchini bread recipe that was given to me by an exten-
sion agent a number of years ago and I love to bake up a num-
ber of loaves to have in the freezer. It smells so good while it is 
baking and then tastes yummy too!  

May all of your labors this summer bring you joy and a sense 
of satisfaction for all you have accomplished. I look forward to 
seeing you all again over the next year, perhaps even at Fall 
Board in Stevensville.

Happy gardening!
 JOYCe HeNDriCKs
 MFGC 1st viCe PresiDeNt

ADeLe HANseN NAMeD 
MFGC GArDeNer 

OF tHe YeAr
Adele Hansen of the Dillon Garden Club 

was named the MFGC Gardener of the Year.  
The award is sponsored by Norman Deneal, 
who was pleased to present a certificate and 
a check for $100 for Adele. Doris Richard is 
pictured above accepting the award for Adele 
during the MFGC convention in Missoula.  
Congratulations Adele!
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MONTANA FEDERATION OF GARDEN CLUBS, INC.
SEVENTY-NINTH ANNUAL CONVENTION MEETING MINUTES

Holiday Inn Downtown—Missoula, MT

FRIDAy, JuNE 24, 2016
Call to Order:  Linda Sadler, President called the meeting of the 79th Annual State Convention 
of the Montana Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. to order at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, June 24, 2016 
at the Holiday Inn Downtown, Missoula, Montana and welcomed those in attendance.
Opening Exercises:  Diane Ward, Recording Secretary, was present.
   Presentation of Colors – Gary Clark and Fred Frey, Missoula Garden Club.
   Pledge of Allegiance – Kathy Austin, Rainbow Garden Club.
   Inspirational Thought – Cheryl Carroll, MFGC Chaplain.
   Greeting – Jean Curtis, County Commissioner
Credentials Report:  Pat Biggs, MFGC Corresponding Secretary, gave the following Prelimi-
nary Credentials Report as of 8:00 a.m. June 24, 2016 showing a voting strength of 48:  Elected 
Officers-5, Appointed Officers-3, District Directors-5, Past State Presidents-3, State Chairmen-
15, Club Presidents-16, Delegates-21.  Sub-Total – 68, Less Duplications – 20, 
 Total Voting Strength 48
Quorum:  Phyllis White, MFGC Parliamentarian declared a quorum present.
Garden Club Member of the Year:  Sherry Corneliusen, Awards Chairman, presented Sue 
Leferink with the Garden Club Member of the Year Award, 2016-2017.
Reading and Adoption of Convention Rules: Phyllis White, Parliamentarian read the Stand-
 ing Rules. ADOPTED
Convention Program:  Jim Sadler, Convention Chairman,  moved to approve the Program as  
 corrected. ADOPTED
Welcome:  Dian Norby, Missoula Garden Club President welcomed those in attendance.
Introductions:  The President introduced Robin Pokorski - NGC Corresponding Secretary,  
 Greg Pokorski – NGC ES, and LD Schools Coordinator, Phyllis White, MFGC Par  
 liamentarian, Joyce Hendricks – MFGC 1st VP, Sherry Corneliusen – MFGC 2nd VP,  
 Diane Ward – Recording Secretary, Pat Biggs – MFGC Corresponding Secretary and  
 Jane Ereaux – MFGC Treasurer.
Ratification Vote:  The President asked for a ratification vote in favor or opposed to the resigna-
tion of Denise Fink from the Nominating Committee.   The Executive Committee has approved 
the appointment of Darlene Skari as Nominating Committee Chairman.  Ellie Darling, Missoula 
Garden Club made the motion and vote was in favor.         APPROVED 6/24/2016
Appointment of the Committee To Approve the 2016 Convention Minutes:  The President 
appointed the following to approve the minutes of the 2016 Convention Minutes:  Cindy Carlton 
– Chairman, Creuza Squires, Lynette Dyk, Lynne Weischedel.  
Approval of 2015 Convention Minutes:    Joyce Hendricks,  MFGC 1st VP  reported  that the  
 minutes had been written, approved and published.
Appointment of Timekeepers, Tellers and Pages:  The President appointed the following to 
serve as timekeepers: Ellie Darling and Gary Clark.  The President appointed the following to 
serve as tellers:  Dian Norby and Fred Frey.  The President appointed the following to serve as 
pages:  Jennifer Strzelczyk and Marie Hoyer.
Memorial Service:  Cheryl Carroll, MFGC Chaplain conducted the memorial service for   
 Garden Club Members who have died.
Reports of Officers:    President Linda Sadler,  1st Vice President Joyce Hendricks,  2nd Vice 
 President Sherry Corneliusen (On File), Treasurer Jane Ereaux (On File).
Chairman Reports:  Report of Financial Review Committee, Treasurer Jane Ereaux (On File), 
Report on Endowment Committee, Glenna Waltee, Past Treasurer (On File), Report of District 
Directors:  Western District #2 – Cheryl Carroll, Southwestern District #3 – Diane Ward (On 
File), Lewis and Clark District #4 – Betsy Heckel, Central District #5 – Carol Brady (On File), 
Northern District #6 – Donna Arvidson (On File), Hi-Line District #7 – Gloria Tillman, Yellowstone 
District #10 – Rosemary Power (On File), Eastern Gateway District #12 – Sherry Corneliusen 
(On File), Report of Finance Committee, Jane Ereaux – Treasurer (On File), Blue Star Report, 
Kathy Austin, Chairman (On File), Flower Show School Report, Susan Billmayer, Chairman (On 
File), Judges Council Report, Glenna Waltee, Chairman (On File), NGC and Murphy Scholar-
ship, Fay Weber, Chairman (On File), Media Library/Speakers Bureau, Linda Clark, Chairman, 
Birds and Habitats, Nelone Nielson, Chairman, Penny Pines, Marie Hoyer, Chairman (On File), 
Garden Therapy, JoAnne Gibbons, Chairman (On File), Native Plants, Bees etc., Sue Leferink, 
Chairman,Youth, Toni Ziegler, Chairman, Smokey Bear, Jennifer Strezelczyk, Chairman (On 
File), Life Members, Susan Woods, Chairman (On File), Landscape, Environmental, Gardening 
& other Schools, Greg Pokorski, NGC Chairman.

CONveNtiON HiGHLiGHts:
Top to Bottom: Standard Flower 
Show winner; Miniature design 
winner; Sue Leferink getting 
“crowned”; and Gary Clark with his 
leadership team building project.
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FRIDAy, JuNE 24, 2016  (continued)
Lunch 
Blessing:  Cheryl Carroll, Missoula Garden Club
Circle of Green Thumb Presentations:  Joyce Hendricks, MFGC 1st VP presiding.  
 Sherry Corneliusen, MFGC 2nd VP, Awards Chairman
Program Speaker:  Robin Pokorski, NGC Corresponding Secretary,    
 Leadership presentation.   
Gardener of the Year Award:     Norm DeNeal  awarded  Adele  Hansen, Dillon 
 Garden Club,  the  $100  award  for Gardener of the Year.   Doris Richard  
 accepted the award for Adele Hansen. 
Program Speaker:  Greg Pokorski, NGC ES, GS, and LS Schools Coordinator 
 discussed Robert’s Rules of Order.
Seattle Trip Presentation:  Norm DeNeal, former MFGC President, gave a video  
 presentation.
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

SATuRDAy, JuNE 25, 2016
Call to Order:  The President, Linda Sadler, called the continued meeting of the 79th  
 Montana Federation of Garden Clubs to order at 9:00 a.m. on June 25, 2016 
 at the Holiday Inn Downtown, Missoula, Montana.
Interim Credentials Report:  Pat Biggs, MFGC Corresponding Secretary reported the 
following showing a voting strength of 55:  Elected Officers-5, Appointed Officers-3, 
District Directors-7, Past State Presidents-5, State Chairmen-15, Club Presidents -16, 
Delegates-22.  Sub-Total – 73, Less Duplications -18, Voting Strength      55.
Interim Registration Report:  Jim Sadler, Convention Chairman, reported the follow-
ing:  Montana State President-1, Past State Presidents- 5, State Officers -5, District 
Directors- 7, Club Presidents-13, State Chairmen-16, Delegates-22, NGC President-0, 
Regional Director-1, State Life Members-25, National Life Members-17, Club Members-
83, Alternate Delegates-6, Flower Show Judges-19, Student Flower Show Judges-3, 
Landscape Design Consultants-4, Student Landscape Design Consultants-0, Guests-2, 
Less Duplications-1, Total MFGC Members attending – 83, Total Guests and non-MF-
GC Members-2.
Adoption of 2016-2017 Budget:  Jane Ereaux, MFGC Treasurer, announced the 2016-
2017 Budget was approved at the Finance Committee meeting.  Glenna Waltee moved 
to accept the 2016-2017 Budget, Gail Zarr seconded the motion. APPROVED 
Nominating Committee:  Darlene Skari, Chairman.  The following were nominated to 
serve on the Nominating Committee: Paula Childers – Chester Garden Club, Kathy Wa-
ters – Malta Garden Club, Cheryl Carroll – Missoula Garden Club, Judy Rente – Gallatin 
Empire Garden Club, Rosemary Power – Thumb-R-Green Garden Club, Luana Max-
well –Great Falls Garden Club, Lynne Weischedel – Miles City Garden Club.  Joanne 
Gibbons moved to approve the 7 nominees.  
Colleen Hoffman seconded the motion. APPROVED
Chairmen Reports cont.:  Monarch Butterfly, Kathy Waters, Butterfly Chairman, gave 
a presentation on the decline of Monarch butterflies (On File), Membership Report, 
Vanette Nagamori, Rainbow Garden Club (On File), Montana Gardens, Patricia Sch-
laeger, Editor (On File).
Announcements:  Stevensville Garden Club presented Invitation to attend MFGC Fall 
Board on October 14-15, 2016.  MFGC State Convention will be in Butte, MT, June 23-
25, 2017.   Great Falls Flower Show will be on July 16-17, 2016.  Flower Show School 
III will be in Belgrade, MT on August 19-21, 2016 with a small Standard Flower Show on 
August 18,  2016. 
Program:  Robin Pokorski, NGC Corresponding Secretary gave a program on club  
 operations and how to retain membership.
Lunch
Blessing:  Cheryl Carroll, Missoula Garden Club
Award Presentations:  Sherry Corneliusen, Awards Chairman, presented State   
 awards.  Linda Sadler, President, awarded National awards.
Speaker:  The President introduced Darlene Skari, Rocky Mountain Regional Director
Courtesy Resolution:  Patricia Biggs, MFGC Corresponding Secretary (On File)
Adjourned:  9:30 p.m.
 Diane Ward, MFGC Recording Secretary
Approved by:  Cindy Carlton, Lynette Dyk, Creuza Squires, Lynne 
 Weischedel

Top to Bottom: Life Member’s Talent Show 
Winners; Talent from Helena; Breakfast at 
the Missoula Farmer’s Market; Garden Tour 
at Sadler’s home; and head table at MFGC 
Saturday Gala Banquet.
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Garden Tour – Saturday, June 25, 2016 MFGC Convention, Missoula, MT
THE GARDEN OF GARY CLARK AND STEVE HESLA (below) is filled with many varieties of flowers 
and trees. Their iris garden was the centerpiece with borders of perennials and annuals. The front yard 
has over 100 rose bushes.

THE GARDEN OF CHERYL AND LOEL CARROLL (below) is an orchard filled with flowers. A rock water fall feature is the 
centerpiece and a large perennial border surrounds the home.
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LINDA AND JIM SADLER’S GARDEN (below) is a traditional English cottage garden featuring separate garden rooms. A 
dovecote welcomes visitors to the garden.

FRED FREY’S GARDEN (below) is a country treat on a large river view property. The perennial bed with a Koi pond and his 
exotic birds were special as well as all his exotic plants.
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Scholarship Winners ————————————————————
The National Garden Club Scholarship and Murphy Memorial Scholarship were awarded to two University of Mon-

tana Graduate Students. Christine McManarmen will receive a $4,000 National Garden Club Scholarship. Christine is 
a graduate student working towards a resource conservation master’s degree at the University of Montana. Her vision 
is to serve as a leader in conservation by developing, implementing and promoting innovative strategies for protect-
ing and restoring native plant communities. Toward these ends, she has worked as an Invasive Plant Crew Lead with 
the Montana Conservation Corp, a Watershed Restoration Specialist with the Nez Pierce Tribe and earned a second 
bachelors degree in ecology restoration. Dr. Cara Nelson, Program Director for Ecological Restoration and Christine’s 
advisor said, “Christine is the very best student that I have worked with over the last 15 year, not just in her academic 
achievements, but also because of her work ethic, service to the college, motivation for a production career, and lead-
ership potential.” Christine has been the power behind UM’s student chapter for the Society for Ecological Restoration. 
She has juggled an aggressive mix of work, school and activities and the National Garden Club Scholarship will help 
alleviate financial pressure during her master’s degree program.

Philip Warren Williams will receive the $500 Murphy Memorial Scholarship. He has just completed his bachelor’s 
degree at the University of Montana and will start his master’s degree in Forest Resource Management this fall. Be-
sides earning a GPA of 3.91, he worked as a Forester’s Apprentice at the Burnt Fork Ranch and a Project Assistant at 
the Forest Industry Research Program at the University. Philip wants to help others explore the complex relationships 
between humans and natural systems. This passion has led him to volunteer as a Hunter Education Instructor with 
Montana, Fish, Wildlife and Parks. He enjoys teaching people about natural resource ethics and safety and has doing 
so for the past five years.

The 2016 MFGC Life Member Scholarship winner is Kelsie Field who is studying at the University of Montana 
Western in Dillon, Montana. Kaitlyn Gorski from Montana State University in Bozeman was the recipient of the $500 
Margaret Yaw Memorial Scholarship. Congratulations to all these outstanding students!

Blue Star Memorial Markers
Gold Star Families Memorial Markers

Montana now has 16 Blue Star Memorial Markers. Congratulations to Miles City for being our latest Montana 
garden club to install a Marker—July 4, 2015. They were able to turn a large, mostly barren piece of ground 
into something beautiful for all to see. The Billings Garden Club recently had their 1951 marker restored by Tom 
Stelling with the “Historical Markers Restorations” company. Their marker is the original style honoring WWII Vet-
erans.  On October 21, 1995 Billings had a rededication of that marker to honor ALL veterans. What a beautiful 
restoration—looks brand new!  

The Whitehall Garden Club’s project of updating the Silver Water Tower Park area and placing educational 
interpretive signage has been completed. This attractive sign, made by a Butte company, describes the native 
plant garden, Blue Star Memorial Marker, Veteran’s Memorial Wall as well as the benches and overhead trellises.  
Their Blue Star Marker was dedicated May 21, 2011. The Helena Garden Club is still raising funds for long-term 
maintenance of grounds. A presentation will be taken to the local veterans’ organizations this fall, however, they 
feel they may be a few years away from ordering their marker.

We now have a Gold Star Families Memorial Markers Program. In May 2015 at the NGC Convention in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, this program was approved as an adjunct program to the Blue Star Memorial Markers Program.  
This not-for-profit organization was founded by Mrs. Patti Smith to provide support to those who have lost a loved 
one in service to our country through the US Armed Forces. The families bear the financial burden for these 
markers but will also work with local garden clubs so then I can help make it happen! 

My long-term goal of updating all Montana Blue Star Markers in the Federal Directory will be 
accomplished soon.  
 KATHY AUSTIN

MONTANA BLUE STAR MEMORIAL MARKER CHAIRMAN
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Directions: Meetings will be held at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 184 Pine Hollow Rd., Stevensville. From Hwy. 93 going   
 south turn left into Stevensville at signal. Go through town and turn left onto Pine Hollow at the “frog” sign. Church  
 is on your left just past the RR tracks.
Anura Challenge: Don’t forget to bring your small interpretation of our theme through a dish garden, plaque or whatever   
 your imagination can envision. It must fit on a 12” x 12” table space. There will be great prizes so be sure to enter.
Accommodations are available throughout the valley. Look on-line or contact the Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce, 
 406-363-2400 or e-mail: localinfo@bvchamber.com

REgISTRATION FORM
Everyone Attending Must Register!  Registration due September 26, 2016. ($5 late fee applies after 9/26)

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________________  Email:__________________________________________________

Club:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Check all that apply:
    __State Officer__Club President__District Director__State Chairman__Advisory Council__G.C. Member
 Registration (Includes Continental Breakfast/snacks)    $25____
 Friday Dinner (Baked Spagetti, Tossed Salad, Fr. Bread & Dessert)  $10____
 Saturday Lunch (Sub Sandwich, Soup & Dessert)     $10____
           Total Enclosed: $_______
Attention State Officers and Chairmen: Please check below if you will be bringing a display 
 and indicate approximate size as space is limited.
 I will be bringing a display.____      Approximate size.________________________

Make checks payable to Stevensville Garden Club and mail to:
Sandy Lenhart, 161 Wildflower Way, Stevensville, MT 59870-6470

Anurarama 
MFGC FALL bOArD MeetiNG  

Friday, October 14th
1:30 Registration
2:30 Finance 
3:30 Nominating Committee
3:45 Executive Committee
  (MFGC Elected/Appointed Officers)
4:15 Advisory Council
 (Former State Presidents)
6:30 Dinner

Saturday, October 15th
  8:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast
  9:00 Judges Council Meeting
  9:45 Club Presidents and District Directors
10:15 Board of Directors Meeting
12:15 Lunch
12:45 Speaker: Matthew Schertz, Professional
  Herpetologist at MPG Ranch
  1:30 Board of Directors Meeting resumes
  3:00 Adjourn
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Remembering Jean Thomas

YOutH POetrY & 
essAY eNtries Due 

NOveMber 1
The Youth Poetry and Essay Contests 
will be due on November 1, 2016. 
Please submit entries with the child’s 
name, age, your garden club, city and 
state to:
 Greg Cooper 
 500 Trista Drive
 Dillon, Montana  59725

The theme this year for the 2017 
poem contest for K through Ninth 
graders is:

“We Three—Bees,  
Butterflies and Me!”

The high school theme for the 2017 
essay contest is:

“We Need Our Pollinators!”

Youth Poetry Contest
Hannah Reece, a Belgrade third-grader, received top NGC rec-

ognition in the NGC poetry contest for her poem below. This is the 
second time she’s won the RMR poetry contest.

Croak! Now Leap Little Family of Frogs
Croak and leap froggies; they leap so merrily. 
I think it is a joke when they croak so happily.

They leap so high that they seem to touch the sky.
When they’re on the ground, they want to fly.

They are happy and glad to be an amphibian.
And some even live in the Caribbean.

But that’s not all. There’s so much more.
Frogs leap happily in rain that does pour.

The frog’s habitat is their home sweet home.
Frogs live under heaps of leaves that make a dome.

In their habitat with water and lily pads,
They gently care for their little “tads.”

If they knew how important they were to us,
They would be very proud to live and not make a fuss.

Jean Marie Thomas passed away peacefully of natural causes Sunday, July 
24, 2016, at St. Patrick Hospital in Missoula. Jean Marie Scott was born the 
youngest of three children on December 21, 1928, in McIntosh, South Dakota, to 
Frank and Gilfie Scott.

She graduated with an education degree and taught school for many years, 
retiring as Superintendent of Schools in Riverside, California. 

She traveled the world as a tour director on her summers off and after retiring. 
Russia was her favorite place, and she shared many stories from her travel ad-
ventures.

She moved back to Montana where she married her sweetheart, Bob Thomas, 
a Montana state representative and owner of a local insurance company in Ste-
vensville. Jean was a member of the Stevensville Garden Club since 1987 and was an accredited Montana 
state floral judge. She served as Montana State Garden Club president from 1999-2001. She was instrumental 
in getting the “Morning Cloak” butterfly designated as the state butterfly in 2000 after she and other club mem-
bers brought a group of fifth-graders from local schools to testify before the Montana Legislature as part of a 
national project. She also served for several years as the Montana State Garden Club parliamentarian and was 
a member of the Victor Garden Club, helping initiate the Victor Blue Star Memorial Garden. Jean had served on 
the 2015-2017 MFGC Advisory Board She was an active, caring and loving member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church and attributed her later life to the love and blessings from God and her “church family.”

Jean was preceded in death by her loving husband, Bob Thomas; and her two brothers, Willard Scott and 
Harley Scott. She is survived by numerous nieces and nephews.
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Nominating Committee for 2017-2019 Term
A nominating committee of seven members was elected at the Missoula convention. Beginning with Fall Board in Stevensville, 

these seven members and Chairman Darlene Skari will meet to nominate the officers to be elected in June of 2017. First Vice 
President Joyce Hendricks will be nominated and voted on at the Fall Board and become the president elect. The offices open for 
election are: treasurer, recording secretary, first vice president and second vice president. The secretary and treasurer may choose 
to remain in their office, however the vice presidents cannot serve in the same office but must request to move up.  

For a complete listing of the duties of each office, read the information in the current directory, or go to the Policies and Pro-
cedures section of the members section of the website. The committee and members are looking for dedicated, knowledgeable 
individuals to lead MFGC. Each of these positions requires time and effort, but are a learning experience and a chance to develop 
numerous friendships through working together.  

The committee members are: Rosemary Power, Billings; Luana Maxwell, Great Falls; Paula Childers, Chester; Lynne Weisch-
edel, Miles City; Kathy Waters, Malta; Cheryl Carroll, Missoula; Judy Rente, Bozeman. Information will be sent to each club presi-
dent to pass on to their members. If you have any questions, contact Darlene Skari at 406-292-3602 or dskari@3riversdbs.net.

CONGrAtuLAtiONs tO tHe MFGC CLubs wHO CONtributeD 
tO tHe PeNNY PiNe PrOGrAM DuriNG 2015–2016! 

This program, sponsored by the National Garden Club, is to help with the reforestation of forests destroyed by fire, disease, 
insects or other factors. Montana’s climatic adaptable various  tree forests may be found in areas of mild to severe winters, high 
and low altitudes with various soils and moisture.  

Forests in Montana span many acres in our state yet many of them have been destroyed from spring to fall due to wild fires. 
Last summer we saw many acres of forests go up in flames on television and other medias. Violent brilliant merging colors of yel-
lows, reds and orange lit the sky time after time. A black barren landscape was left behind. When we stepped outside, at times we 
smelled smoke blown in from miles away. 

Although we may not live near or in forests, we benefit from trees grown in our communities. Just one mature tree absorbs ap-
proximately 13 pounds of carbon dioxide and year. A ton of wood in a forest will remove 1.47 tons of carbon dioxide and give off 
1.07 tons of oxygen.

Through the Penny Pine program money is donated in $68.00 increments and sent to the MFGC treasurer, Jane Ereaux, 1529 
Hwy 191 S., Malta, MT 59538. This contribution may be done by passing a container for member’s monetary change at meetings 
or a donation from the club’s treasurery. The MFGC treasurer in turn forwards it to National. This money is used in conjunction with 
the Forest Service and federal funds to replant trees in devastated areas. The plantings are native to each area.

A quotation from Henry Van Dyke tells us: “He (she) that planteth a tree is a servant of God, he (she) provideth a kindness for 
many generations, and faces he (she) hath not seen, shall bless him (her).” One donation will replant half an acre of trees. That 
may not seem like much but on our journey in life we precede one step at a time. Leave a footstep in a forest and give a legacy to 
those who will come after us. It will be our gift to them.

MARIE HOYER, PENNY PINE CHAIRMAN

RMR  Awards 
Recognition Program 

Awards Committee of the Rocky Mountain Region 
believes that each of our garden clubs needs to be rec-
ognized and supported for the outstanding work they 
provide for their communities. This awards program is 
intended to do this. 

Your three page Book of Evidence and a “RMR 
Award Application Form” must support each award ap-
plication. The book of evidence is a report that tells the 
story of your project. The application form is available 
online or from MFGC State Awards Chairman, Sherry 
Corneliusen.   

Applications should be submitted to Sherry by Au-
gust 20 to meet the September 1 RMR deadline.

Conference Location:  REACH Foundation
622 North Eighth West, Riverton, WY 82501

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Under Montana’s Big Sky ——————————————
DEARBORN gARDEN CLuB

Dearborn Garden Club does 
not have regular meetings in 
January and February but we 
did have a no-host luncheon 
on the third Wednesday of both 
months held at the Angus Café 
in Cascade, Montana. The 
March 16, 2016 program at our 
regular meeting was by Kristina 
Smucker, Non-Game Species 
Biologist with Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks. Her topic was birding in 
your backyard: identifying birds, especially raptors. April 29th 
presenters were Joshua Wagner, Laura Hajek, and Kqyn 
Kuka from Fish, Wildlife and Parks on wildlife, gardens, but-
terflies, and bears. On May 13th, a quilt was presented to 
Cascade Rodeo Club members Debbi Hamann and Kalynn 
Hamlett by Dearborn Garden Club Co-President Judy Fettig, 
District 5 Director Carol Brady and Bonnie Andersen (who 
made the quilt) in support of the Cascade Rodeo Club. May 
18th, Dearborn Garden Club Historian Carolyn Stremcha 
presented a program of how the Dearborn Garden Club be-
gan in 1955 and in 1958 joined the Montana Federation of 
Garden Clubs. She had a list of all the presidents from 1955 
to the ones serving in that position now. On Saturday, June 
4th, the Dearborn Garden Club participated in a Cascade 
city-wide rummage sale and was able to raise $636.76 for 
our Yearly Scholarship fund.At the June 15th meeting  Carol 
Brady, master gardener, former co-president of the Dear-
born Garden Club, and current District 5 Director, presented 
a hands-on flower arranging program.

MISSOuLA gARDEN CLuB 
ENJOyS OuTINg TO 
FLATHEAD LAKE

Members of the Missoula Garden Club were 
invited to member Jo Daniels for a picnic on 
beautiful Flathead Lake. Pictured (left) are 
some of the twelve members who carpooled 
to her home on White Swan Bay

gREAT FALLS FLOWER gROWERS PLANS ANNuAL HOLIDAy TEA
“Winter Wonderland” will be the theme for the December 1, 2016 annual tea and fund raiser for 

the Great Falls Flower Growers. The tea will be from 11:00 am until 3:00 pm at the Central As-
sembly of God Church on Central Avene in Great Falls. The members will have delicious treats 
to share as well as bakery goods, holiday crafts, raffle items, silent auction and floral designs for 
sale. There will also be a Giving Tree of books for all ages to be given to needy community mem-
bers and children. Guests are invited to share in this effort.

DILLON gARDEN CLuB WINS 
MEMBERSHIP SIgN CONTEST

Dillon Garden Club Member Greg Cooper 
(pictured above) holds the club’s sign board 
which won the contest sonsored by Membership 
Chairman Vanette Nagamori (pictured at right). 
The club was awarded a cash prize of $25.00.

RAINBOW gARDEN CLuB TO HOLD 
ANNuAL LuNCHEON STyLE SHOW

Rainbow Garden Club committee members are working 
on the club’s annual luncheon and style show to be held on 
Saturday, October 22 starting at 11:00 am. The show will 
be held at the Elk’s Lodge in Great Falls and will feature 
fashions for all ages from a variety of stores. This fundraiser 
helps the club award scholarships and pays for their many 
community projects.
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FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL, COURSE III 
AUGUST 18-21, 2016 

 Full Course (4 days, includes test) $ 85.00 * 
 Audit Full Course (3 days) $ 85.00 ** 
 Audit Horticulture (Aug. 19) $ 45.00 
 Audit Design (Aug. 20) $ 45.00 
    Registration postmarked after Aug. 1 add $ 15.00 
    For More Information contact: Local School Chairman 
    Phyllis White gardens@bresnan.net or 406-586-0400.

In Memorium
2015-2016

The following is a list of deceased MFGC members 
that was read at the Memorial Ceremony presented by 
Cheryl Carroll, MFGC Chaplain at the Missoula conven-
tion:

ANACONDA – Norma Parks
BILLINGS – Lawana McCollough

BOZEMAN – Margaret Yaw, Martha Adams
DEARBORN – Betty Swanstrom, Audrey Seaton

DILLON – Harriet Watkins, Ed Kamison, Kitty Jayne
GLENDIVE – Maylo Toppins

GREAT FALLS FLOWER GROWERS – Bonnie Givens, 
Johanna Wallace

GREAT FALLS RAINBOW – Dixie Boland, Loretta 
Doran Day, Julia Silto, Martha Steven, Opal Thrasher, 

Lois Wardinsky, Evagene Roh, Evelyn Katie
TOWNSEND – Doreen Saulter

MeMOriALs & eNDOwMeNts
DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS
      $100.00        Rainbow Garden Club
        $25.00        Gumbo Gals Garden Club

MEMORIALS
      Evelyn Cady           $10.00      Rainbow Garden Club
      Ethel Rasmussen   $25.00      Chester Garden Club
      Ethel Rasmussen   $25.00       Darlene Skari
      Margaret Yaw         $25.00       Darlene Skari
      Eva Stohl                $25.00       Gumbo Gals GC
      Barbara Walden      $25.00       Gumbo Gals GC       
      Katheryn Cherney   $25.00       Gumbo Gals GC 

PENNy PINES      
      $68.00           Dillon Garden Club
      $68.00           Belgrade Bloomers Garden Club
      $68.00           Rainbow Garden Club

LIFE MEMBERS
      Betsy Heckel – Belgrade Bloomers Garden Club
      Glynes Scott – Townsend Garden Club
      Gail Yvonne Hansen – Dillon Garden Club

 AWARD PROgRAM
      $441.50        Esther Hamel Grant

Wrapping It Up
ATTENTION...Calling all Monarch Butterflies....

Calling all Monarch Butterflies...
The best route to take when flying south is I-35. This 

interstate highway which originates in Duluth, Minneso-
ta and ends in Laredo, Texas at the Mexican border is 
laced with a tasty butterfly smorgasbord!  

And how do I know this? I attended the state con-
vention and listened to the butterfly presentation by 
Kathy Waters. Kathy explained the need for us to help 
our Monarch Butterfly migration by providing way-sta-
tions with plants for them and to urge the caretakers 
of our highway systems to reduce mowing and spray-
ing. As I drove out of Montana on a recent motor trip 
through nine states, I was ever so mindful of the vegeta-
tive conditions along both interstate and state highway 
systems. To alleviate the monotony of driving, I “became 
a butterfly” and mentally marked the best places to dine 
and hang out. Eastern North Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, 
Missouri and Northern Kansas ranked the best. Most of 
Montana, South Dakota, Colorado, Nebraska and Wyo-
ming medians and borrow pits have been mowed and 
baled. Many state highways also were groomed to look 
like endless fine lawns. Until I learned of the plight of the 
Monarch, these weed-free, manicured roadways had 
appeal. As a rancher I know what we do to contend with 
nuisance plants (butterfly habitat) in our pastures, hay 
and grain fields. Now, I found myself more aware of the 
flowers (or the lack of them) alongside the highways. 
Mile after mile through Iowa and Minnesota, I noted a 
wide variety of milk weed plants and the vibrant colors 
of wild flowers rolled out like oriental carpets in multiple 
shades of blue, red, gold, magenta and purple laced 
with white on a lush green background.

Chalk up my new-found appreciation for bees and 
butterflies as another plus for garden club membership! 
Making new friends and learning much more about hor-
ticulture, conservation and environment rounds out our 
wonderful garden club experience.

PATRICIA SCHLAEGER, EDITOR
MONTANA GARDENS

COrreCtiONs
MFGC Directory Information Correction 
 for CAROL WORKS:
15920 Kenilworth Rd, Big Sandy, MT 59520-8445; 
phone 406-378-3163  |  mtgardener59520@gmail.com 
Winter Address – 7750 E. Broadway Rd, Lot #181, 
Mesa, AZ 85208-1336: phone 480-354-1956   



Visit our website at www.MTFGC.org

Congratulations  
to our 2016 Circle of  

Green Thumb Winners
Anaconda Garden Club – Virginia Loranger

Belgrade Bloomers Garden Club – Phyllis White
Bullhook Blossoms Garden Club – Gloria Tillman

    Butte Garden Club – Carmela Guza
Dearborn Garden Club – Bonnie Anderson

 Dillon Garden Club – Doris Richard
Glendive Garden Club – Brenda Kartevold
Great Falls Flower Growers – Galia Fundis
Gumbo Gals Garden Club – Sheila Malone

Helena Garden Club – Sue Leferink
Malta Dirt Daubers – Wilma Mavencamp

Missoula Garden Club – Fred Frey
Rainbow Garden Club – Sharron Mashburn
Stevensville Garden Club – Sue Burrows

Thumb R Green Garden Club – Mary Davis
Townsend Garden Club – Kerin McCarver

Whitehall Garden Club – Theri Vasina L’Hirondelle
    

Dates to 
Remember

  August 18-21 - Flower Show 
  School III  - Belgrade
  August 20 - Deadline for
  RMR Awards
  September 9-10 - Rocky Mtn Region
  Meeting in Rock
  Springs, Wyoming
  September 26 - Deadline for Fall
  Board Registration
  October 14-15 - Anurarama Fall
  Board - Stevensville
  November 1 -  Youth Poetry Contest
  and Essay Contest
  Entries to Greg Cooper 
  December 1 - Deadline for Yearbook
  NGC Awards to Annie
  Mollock

find us on facebook!
facebook.com/MontanaGardens

Increase Awareness & Encourage Conservation
The 2015-2017 NGC President’s Special 2-Year Project, “Service in Action”, 

is intended to increase awareness of the seriousness of the demise of pol-
linators and amphibians and encourage conservation and protection efforts 
by clubs, the general public and governmental agencies. Often called the first 
bio-indicators; amphibians and pollinators, by their presence, abundance, 
and activities reveal the state of their ecosystems. Pollinator and amphibian 
populations are declining worldwide through the effects of pesticides, habitat 
destruction, diseases, parasites, global warming, and introduced predators. 
Education, habitat conservation, and protection of at risk populations are is-
sues we can change through our actions.

During these next two years, my focus will be to show how garden clubs are making a world 
of difference and to lead our members and organization to understand that our choices mat-
ter because they have a direct impact on the environment and the health of our planet earth. 
“Tread Lightly on Land and Water.”

SANDRA H. ROBINSON
NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. 2015-2017 PRESIDENT


